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But we ſpeak the wiſdome vj 
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ry, even the hidden wiſdome which God 
ordained before the World anto our Glory.” 
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Printed for Walter Kerrilby at the B 
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FT Here are wery few Books of 
| what quality ſoever , though 
| it be but an or dinary P amphiet that 
| paſſes the Preſs, without ſome fair 
| £ - Ol 
| beſpeaking the Reader ; wherefore 
| 7n conformity to the Guſtome, | ans 


zo advertiſe Thee that the Deſign of 

'  -theſe following Papers i to (bew 
the excellency of the frame and coxn- 

' ſtttution of the Goſpel, or that Sa- 
cred Method by which God brings 
Men to Heaven by his Son ofts 
" "ns Chriſt ; 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


WE © 


£ 


wiſt ;. which very thing to the 
tonftdering and judicious, 15 4 teſti 
 mony Taffciens of the Divinity of 
t, there being ſuch abundant eU- 

aence of the chorteſÞ Attributes of 
tht "Deity , his Glodanefs, Waſdtnpe 
aud Power in the tontexthire of it. 
For when Þ conſiler Qvhis i the Au- 
thor of= the Ewvangelical- Oecono- 
my , 'aamely , the Bleſſed 8bn of 
Goa, that Eternal Logos, who has 
expreſſed ſuch an Infinite 4 ouaph 
zn the frame of Heaven and Earth 

Icanpot but think,” that- whit 3 
Mere" fo [Ergely Hiffpſex 4nd” ſprevd 
abyoat"ih, ns it ere, ſunny d"uj 


F; Þ 


* 


an 4 bt whPifnl \Repreſent AHon1n th e 
frame of the Goſpel.” nd certain- 


[4 


| Mon, axd the. regenerating the 
 Striptares 'by the glorios Yppellss 
tie of Creatioti ;*aY# Jeſtis he 
Bleſſed Author and Finiſher" of '; 
mn of ſtiling 


AM trated into a living Images. 


| Ma Te pA > ET” 65. oo; Th 3. : co gÞo 
4 the IntroduMtion of the Chriftian 


tn 7 oy gee Gay er RR 


molRe 7 ir ge a er 4 


2 ſelf withal, .. . For nathing.js 


tiling himſelf the beginning of the 


Creation of God, 1. e. of. the E- Rev-3: Fu ; 


wvapgelical Diſenſation , the ſparit 
of God does clearly intimate. tv us, 
that the G 00ant [s, Wiſaome. 4nd Po 
wer of the: Divinity, are more eam- 
nently and tranſcendently diſplay ed 
tz the Recovery of Mankind by the 
Gaeb than in their firt P rodu(ti- 

So that: if. it be a Piece of our 


Dur. (45 ct ertainly. it. is). to. think 


the roo ponurabl af MA poems 


ge, if al wy to yon 


ſure, than that the Goſpel. us fp con- 
Uiued, 45 may ma of all as hogonr 
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to God, and promote the welfare apd 
happineſs of Mankind. And npon 
this Ground and Fouxdation, I bave 
bgilt the following Diſcourſe, which 
whoever will take the pains to per- 
uſe, I defire him to lay aſide his Pre- 
_ Judices,apd not to charge every thin 
that he ſhall find diſagreeing wit 
his preſet ſentiments and perſwa- 
frons, with the opprobrious and in- 
| widious term of ' Herefie : For by © 
= this means, it comes to paſs, that © 
Religion is made only to ſerve an 
Intereſt, and wait upon s Fattion, 
and the prand Intereſt of Chriſftia- 
nity is indeed hugely diſſerved by 
fuch oblique Arts and unwarranta- 
ble Infinaations. It. ſbews Men in- 
Il deed to be affetted with a mighty 
Il - Zeal, but it is that T1%p0s CHA9ss 
[ that bitter zeal, which the Apoſtle 
if rells ns, is an effett of that wiki: 
f Jam. 3.14, that deſcends not from above, but 
| — 25: zs earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. Bat 
I amvery incurions of the cenſures 
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of angry axd peeviſh Men, being ſe- 
cure in the ſenſe of having endea- 

woured to do honour to God, by be- © 

getting in Men right Apprehenſions 
of his Natare, and according to my 
mean Ability, promoted the Offices 


% 


and Deties of '« Virtwous life, by 
ſhewing the neceſſity of them, in or- 
der to onr everlaſiing Happineſs. 
; And withthis Advertiſement, I re- 
' mit the Reader to the Diſcourſe it 
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ſelf. Farewell. 
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Chriſtianity in all reſpects exceeds the | 
moſt ſacred and venerable Actions of | 
Paganiſme. For although the Heathen | 

5 pretended a high and noble 
deſign, and boaſted the end of their Sa- | 


Aftagog 


cred Myſteries to be the leading and con- 
duRing the 1nitiats to the Preſence and 
Fruition of the worſhipped Deity, or in 
plainer terms, the everlaſting Bleſfedneſs 
of Mens Immortal Souls (the fole privi- 
ledge and prerogative of the Chriſtan 
Myſtery, the Goſpel of the Sonof God) 


yet they failed infinitely in the way and 


means of accompliſhing this ſo excellent 
2 purpoſe, the whole procedure vein 
bottom'd upon an uncertain Foundatio 


and doubtful evidence,and no better than 


an Hifſtrionical Repreſentation brought 
on by thoſe delufive Spirits, who affe- 


perfecting and bettering, they really vj- 
tiated and debauched the minds of Men, 
and made their moſt recondite and ſacred 
Rites little better than praQtices of Fil- 
thineſs and Uncleanneſs. In which re- 
gard the Chriſtian Oeconomy is juſtly 
ſtiled by the Apoſtle a Myſtery of God- 


_ lineſs, whole end is not only the higheſt 


perfeftion of Humane Souls, but every 
| where 


—_ won 1 5 > 7 ner IT ep ; 


ed a Divine Honour, whereby inſtead of 
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where in all its parts breathes the exaR- 
eſt holineſs and purity of Body and Soul, 
as the only way to attain an Immortal 


Bleſſedneſs and Felicity. 

By this Myſtery. then of the Goſpel, 
we are not tQ underſtand a dark and in- 
tricare Riddle, contrived only tp amuze 
and dazle the minds of Men, and which 
when explicated and unfolded, has no 
greater likelihood of L-roar the 
knower, than Samſon's Riddle of feed- 


ing the Philiſtines : but we are to con- 


ceive by it a ſacred and recondite Me- 


thod of ſaving Humane- Souls, that is, 
of purifying their minds to ſuch degrees 
and meaſures, as may render them ca- 
pable of an entrance into the higheſt 
Heavens, HY 
Great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, i.e: 
the Way and Method of faving Mankind 
by the Goſpel, is indeed wonderful and 


Goſpel was not then framed or laid, 
when it was promulgated and manifeſted 
to the World, but lay hid'in the bofome 


and fever ent 15 exprelly c jGoLn: we 

the ſame Apoſtle, rhe myſterious and re- 

Condite wiſdome of God, which he ordained 
- JEL os _ 


+ 2 


I, 


1 Core.2,7.- 


behold: that Love, ; which liberally fills 


+ wiv 


before the World, whoſe projetion and | 

' contrivance was from the our-goings of 
Eternity. So that in this Afﬀair of the 
Goſpel, we are not to leok for any thing | 
mean, -low and ſhaflow, but for ſome- 
thing which may be worthy of God, ap | 
oixerapie Yeorperns, a delign which may } 
evidently and clearly diſplay the higheſt 


. 


Perfetions of God its Author, _.. 
For the better illuſtration of which, 
we may, conſ{ider,that in the contrivance, 
conduct and management of rhe Goſpel, 
there 15 2 clear and manifeſt demonſtra- 
tion of the Infinite Goodneſs, Wiſdome 
and Power of Gad..  _ . 

_ 1. A manifeſtation of Infinite Good. I 

ge” "66 phob2c: 


\ 
2 X 


Th 


e Heavens and the Earth,and all the 
capacities: of Immenſe.ſpace, declare an 
Infinixe Goodneſs, - but, the: cleareſt and 
moſt ſenſible demonſtration of it, is in 
this Aftery of the Goſpel, wherein that | 
boundleſs love which has diſperſed it ſelf | 
through all the orders and. degrees of | 
life, ſhines forth with a-full and periect 
luſtre and glory. Here it is that we 


and ſuſtains .all things, more powerfully 
exerting its Blefſed -Nature, in cement- 


ing 


oy 
8 | 


W | ins the Ruiries;: 4 rearins up the 


| Rion of whatever was made, 


Y | cond time in the ſtupendions: renovation 
| of lapſed Souls, in'the Evangelical _— 
ſtery and economy.” rd 


ther Evidence by 'theſ 


| moYe*it delires fron _ 
$ care 1t ſelf. God # love, lays ," 1 Toh,4, 
| and he i5'the higheft and Ky perfect” TO 
1 life's 'now love! is the moſt Uiffalfveant: 
} communicative: Priticiple -"in-'all-i the 
{ World, and rhEGrmi 
' ditated' in-love, -the nearer” approaches 
it rfiakes- t6 that "Hoſt excellent 'ife 4nd 
1 natare of God; : whoſe benefitence- and' 
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| Foundations of a'ffew World; for as 1n 
| the firſt Creation; an Erernal and 'Ener- 

| getical love diffuſed i it ſelf ; :n the Ow: 
(0. 


ſame Goodneſs moves, As 1t- were, a fe- © 


4 


Which Truth may yet: receive a fur- 
* Gradations, - © 
7, The rh6xe; perfe& any Hfeis; the 


is 1a-" 


any'being 


kindneſs” rhe whole Creatfon taftes- of, by 


| Self-love,- of the Tove' of the 'Carkils, £ 


| the: free 'Exertions of the Mint, and: , ; 
< therefore the Apoſile ſets it"a$ note of bc x Gb 


the” Bodily: life? reſtrains art contracts 


[AQUTOE 


degetietaty, © narrowneſs' ahd "anxiety [3 por. 4 
when Men: tial be lovers 'of thumiſetv 7 2 Tim. 3. 
ar PO pleaſures, in oppoſition * 4: 
0 


By 


to that Univerſal and Intelleual love, 
which is the great Law of Rational Be- | 
ings, and by which our Minds are made | 
wide as the World, and carried forth in | 
Benignity and Kindneſs to all the Crea- | 
' tures, as they more. or leſs partake of | 
the Divine Life and Nature; God 1s in- | 
finite Goodneſs, and all rhe Creatures 
are but the iſſues and emanations of his 
exuberant Fecundity and Life, and do 
more intimately depend upon him, than 
Faculties and Actions upon the Princi- | 
ples from whence they flow, It was | 
not neceſlity or need, nor any greedy 
and thirſty deſire of. receiving praiſe | 
and glory from them, that was the cauſe | 
of the: production of Men and Anpels, | 
but only 'the' Fulneſs of God's own | 
Goodneſs, which alone moved him to. | 
'that chearful Approbation of the Works 
of his Hands, when he ſaw his own life 
— diffuſed in ſuch variety of Beings. And 
_ "if we will do honour to God, and ſpeak 
according to. our own faculties, we may 
add life ro this Demonſtration, from the 
inward ſenſe and experience of every 
good Man, who never finds a more in- 
- ward joy and fatisfaftion of ſpirit, than | 
when he is carricd out in deſires, and. ; 
5 TT on | 


| aſpirations of Benignity and Kindneſs | 
towards the whole Creation, Nor does 
| he look upon this, as any Argument of 
n | Righteouſneſs, that he is at any time, i 


in 
- | a more happy itate and condition than 
f | others, for he could be willing that all 
- | the World were as happy as himſelf, did 
s | henot ſce ſtrong and evident Reaſons in 
| the wiſe Adminiſtration of Providence, 
| why it ſhould not be ſo. Something of 
| this excellent Temper, we find m thoſe. 
| Paſſionate Eruptions of Spirit, record- 
ed in the Scriptures of Holy men, who - 
ſeem to be altogether transformed into 
{ love : Blot me ont of thy Bock, (lays 
| HMoſes:) and 7 could be content to be ac- 
| | carſed from Chrift (ſays St. Pax!) for 
| | my Brethrens ſake : Nay, I am verily 


'8 perſwaded, that he who is once through- 
| ly baptized into this ſpirit of Univerſal 
= love, would be contented co be eternally 


* 


| | ſeparated from the Preſence of God, ſo - 
| | that he might be without fin, if by that 
| means the whole IntelleQual Creation 
{ might be made happy. Now if we can 
: reaſon any thing of God from thoſe 
- Perfections we find in.our ſelves, we 
; Muſt needs conclude the higheſt and 
} moſt perfe&t life to be moſt diffulive 


2 


9:1 


and communicative of it ſelf, 
-25;- Goodneſs is ſo much the more ex: 
cellevt; 45s the' Ob) eas -are' more 'noble; 
about which it's conveifant. All thitigs 
feel the effes of Divirie Goodneſs, ac- | 
cording tb' their different Meaſures and 
Prophrtions, and by how much the eo 
tion! life” hkth - more: objeive- realiry! | 
that the fer tive,” by 46 much Free 
Etmanatt6ns'6f Goodnlt of morewortl | 
andexcellericy commuſileated to the one}; 
than thoſe diffuſed uponthe'orher;- A 
4 Man is a fore noble: Cretitufe than ia? | 
Brute, '16'1s' the "Goadael concerned! | 
with hits «higher atidbof. Preater value}! | 
than that exerciſed upon? 4 Beaſt: -Gde | 
15 the Father of 5S Socks: add* for  thir | 
very Reiſor! will He be\np xeable-arid+ | 
irrecondleabR - 10':Hs'owh Jearmofft | 
ſpring Vat thviigh he chbRiiſe and Tcoure! | 
them Toxheiv bold aridundjcibis'revole! | 

_ -from his biefled Nitore {yer will hort Þ 
caſt off for ever: 'bit'Tr his foreſt cor-' þ 
re&ons-renietibers merey:” Hence'is' | 
that Propherical Speeeh'” 6 "the erid* of: | 
Chriſt's Death; 'thariit ould be for the: 
Joh. 11.52. gathering fog ether rhe ſcattered Sons of : 
Gea-: thbus 5 the Souls of 'Men had vo-! | 
luntarily/ £ rſaken God, and travelled: } 

ai into 
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quities had ſcattered them into -far di- 
{tant places from their own Home, yer 
an everlaſting Goodneſs followed: them 
{til}, and carefully.ſought the ReduRion 
of thoſe diſobedient Sons of God, -who 
had divided and ſeparated themſelyes 
from him, >. p 
3. By how much the more fatal, de- 
ſperate. and aniverſal the evil 1s, by-ſo 
much the more glorious 15 the Goodneſs 
imployed in the recovery of the Crea- 
ture from it, Sin: and wickedneſs is the 


| miſery, not of a part. only, but of the 


whole Race of Mankind ;, and this their 


Degeneracy became ſo fatal, that ic 
brought Darkneſs and Death it ſelf up- 


on all their better Faculties, and placed 


them in an utter Incapacity for ever of 


recovering themſelves by their own -ſo- 
litary power and effort, into that ſtate | 
0c immortality and life, which: fin had 
deprived them of. ——Death paſſed up- 
on all men, (lays St. Paul} for that For 
foralmuch as ] al\bave fonned. - So-that 
all Mankind', by their fall from. God, 
were under the Reign, Dominion and 
Power of {in and death, and out of this 
thraldome and captivity, no Man could 
ED Sk exiTricate 
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extricate and deliver himſelf, whereby 


their condition became very deplorable 
and deſperate. But Divine Goodneſs, 


that it might ſhew it ſelf more conſpi- 
cuoully and glorioully ro the World, 


delivering them from the Tyranny of 
the Devil, through' the meritorious 
Death and paſſion of Jeſus Chrilt, who 
by his Glorious Reſurrection hath fully 


declared himſelf a Powerful Conqueror 
of all his Enemies, aſſuring Mankind of 


their re-enjoyment of Immortality, and 
redeeming them from their Captivity 


under the Empire of Sin and Death, and 


tranſlating them into the peaceful King- 
dome of Life and Righteoufneſs, Now 
as the deſperateneſs of the Dileafe mag- 


_ Nifies the $kill of the Phyſician, ſo the 


fatal and univerſal Degeneracy of the 


- * Sons of Men, commends the tranſcen- 


dens love of God 1n thejr Recovery and 
Redemption. Greater love than this 
can no Man ſhow, than to lay down. his 
Life for his Friend, but herein has God 
commended his love to us, in that while 
we were Enemies to God and righteouſ- 

4 OS | neſs, 


_ " 


has brought on a more chearful ſcene of 
things under the Goſpel, reſcuing Men 
from the Power of ſin and death, and 
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neſs, and ſtrangers ro his life , Chriſt 


dyed for us, Such 1s that Teſtimony 


and Witneſs, which our Saviour bears 
to Divine Love and Goodneſs , every 


word of which is ſtrangely empharical: 


So [ in ſuch a wonderful and tranſcendent 
manner] God [the great Lord of all Be- 
ings, who ſtands not in need of any of 
his Creatures, but is Infinite Fulneſs and 
Happineſs to Himſelf] /oved [farſt and 


without any Motive or Occaſion of this 
love given from'us; herein is love, not .- 
1Joh.4.10; 


that we loved God, but that he loved us 
the orld (not. only the particular Na- 
tion of the 7Fews, with whom formerly 
he entred into Cavenant, but rhe whole 
Race of Mankind, Chrift becoming a 
Propitiation for our fins (ſays the Apo- 


Joh. 3.16] 


ſtle,the beſt Interpreter of himſelf, r 7oh. 


2.2.) and not for onrs only, but alſe for 


the fins of the whole World") that be gave 
[ delivered unto Death: freely, andthar 
upon no other Mottve or Invitation, but 
that of his own-Eternal Goodneſs and 
Love? his only begotten Son [nor aSer- 
vant, or an Angel, not an adopted, but 
his own Natural Son, thar Son who is 


one with himfelf, and in whom he is 


well pleaſed, as the obedience of Abra- 
SE 
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ham was more grateful to God, when | 
Gen. 22.12 py, ith-held not his Son, his only Son. 
from him. | The whole Goſpel is a De- 
tign and Contrivance of Infinite Love 
and Goodneſs, a palpable Pledge and 
Aſſurance of which, was, the ſending of 
Jeſus Chriſt from Heaven : He that 5þa- 
red not his ewn Son, ſays the apoltle , 
as if he had faid, The delivering up of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, to be an Expia- 
tory Sacrifice for the ſins of Men, 1s ſo 
high a Demonſtration of: Infinite Love, 
that it begets in'us a confident Aſſurance 
and full perſwaſior, that the ſame good- 
neſs will not fail of beſtowing upon us, 
— .. whatever may poſlibly contribute to our © 
= everlaſting Happineſs, as far as our Na- 
cures are capable of 
The ſumme of all is this, that to In- 
finite Goodneſs we owe not only the 
Production, but the continual Preſer- 
vation of our Beings, not only the free- 
ing us from a certain Miſery, and a juft 
and deſerved Puniſhment, but the recei- 
ving us into grace and favour, ard in- 
veſting us with a Happineſs much bigger 
than our hopes and expeRations, even | 
the Eternal enjoyment of Himſelf: in 
- Heaven. And that this ſhould be 
_ wrought 
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wrought and effeted by Jeſus Chrilt, 
the only begotten Son of God, who left 
the Sacred Manſions of Heaven, and 
veiled his Glory under a clould of Fleſh 
and Blood, and while he Jived upon 


| Earth, endured the contradictions 'of 


ſinners, the bitter reproaches of. vile and 
ungodly Men, and art laſt ſuffered an 
Ignominious and accurſed Death upon 


Monument of Divine Goodneſs ? ſuch a 
high Demonſtration of Infinite Love, 
as may well make us cry out with won- 
der and amazement, Behola what manner 


of love the Father hath beftawed por 


o 


265 ! ID 
2. Secondly, in the Frame and Mylte- 


ry of the Goſpel, there 1s a'clear' De- 


monſtration of Infinite Wiſdome. To 
them who are called (ſays the Apoltle ) 
Chrift the Power and the Wiſdom of Goa: 
1. e. Though the preaching of the Go- 
ſpel were a ſtumbling block tro the Fews, 
and accounted but fooliſhreſs by the 


Greeks, the one expecting their Meſſiah 


to be an earthly Prince, and dreaming of 


#3 
1 Cor,1.24 © 
# ; . 4 > 


nothing but worldly Felicity, ard the 


other countirs it not worth the hearing, 


becauſe not apreeirg with'the Principles 
B 3 
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of that vain n Philoſophy they had addic- 
ed themſelves to; yet tothoſe who were 
docible, tractable and obedient , there 
appeared an Infinite Wiſdome, and an | 
Erernal Underſtanding : they could nox + 

look into it, but they beheld ( as the 
ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks) the myſterious and 
recondite wiſdome of God, which be or- 
dained before the World, that i is, whoſe 
ſacred plot and contrivance was not then 
framed or laid, when it was firſt pro- 
mulgated and manifeſted ro the World, 
but lay hid in the boſome of an Infinite 
Underſtanding from all Eternity. 'Tis 


' true, the lovelineſs and glory of this 


Sreat Wiſdome appears not ſo -evi- 


_ dently to all, partly from their own 
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careleſneſs and negligence, in not arri- 
ving to that meaſure and degree of Ho- 
lineſs, which may fit and qualifie them 
for a clear diſcerning of it : Hence the 
Apoſtle ſays, that he 5Feaks wiſdomt 4- 
mong them that are perfett, ſuch as were 
well grown in the pra&ice of the. Ofi- 
ces and Duties of Chriſtianity ; ſuch as 
had ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern good and 
evil, Heb. 5. 14. and partly,through the 
great Corruption, Depravity and Nege- 
RCTAcy « of the minds of others, which 

Put 
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put them into an utter Incapacity' and 
Impoſlibility (while they remain ſuch) 
of underſtanding Divine and Heavenly 
Truths ; for the natural | animal or ſen- 
ſual] may receives not the things of the 
ſpirit of God. But where thele Impedi- 


Men aptly diſpoſed for the Reception of 
ſo great a Bleſfing, ſuch Perfons behold 
with enraviſhment and joy the exact 
ſtrokes and perfect lineaments of an E- 
ternal Wiſdome. L 
Which Wifdome appears, | 
7. In the Admirableneſs of the Gon- 
trivatice of the Goſpe]., Chriſtianity 


_ carries with it ſach evident Proofs of an 


Incomprehenfible Wiſdome, that thoſe 
ſagacious Creatures, the Angels, imploy 
themſelves in ſearching into 1t : And 
ſurely it muſt needs be an admirable 
piece of Wiſdome, and a wonderful 
Contrivance, that mult draw thoſe Bleſ- 


ſed Creatures to look into it. 


1 Cor,2,14 


ments are removed, and the fpirits of 
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Now the Wonderfulneſs and Admi- 


rableneſs of the Evangelical Plot and 
 Contrivance, for the Salvation of Hn- 


mane Souls, ſhews it ſelf, _ | 
1.'In finding out a way, whereh: 


\ 


B 4. _ and 


and implacable hatred of ſin, and his ex- 


uberant Love and Goodneſs in ſaving 
Men. Sin is no part of God's Creation, 


' nor any thing of the true Nature of the 


Soul, but an extraneous and adventitious 


Being, brought firlt into the World by 


the Devil, the great Enemy of Mankind, 
It 1s the Deſtruction and Ruine of the 
Workmanſhip of God's own hands, and 
being ſo infinitely contrary to his Sacred 
Life and Nature, it is no wonder, if he 
bear an irreconcileable hatred againſt it; 
and ſeek by al] means, the driving it 
re out of the World, But although 

30d, by reaſon of the Infinite Purity 
and Holineſs of his Nature, could not 


Took with any favourable eye upon fin, 
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yet his Almighty Love pitied his Crea- 
tures, and his bowels yerned over them, 
being, as it were, grieved and troubled 
at the heart, thar they ſhould be miſer- 
able for ever. Wherefore, God,through 
his Eternal Wildome, reſolved upon a 
courſe, which ſhould both effetually 
extirpate and eradicate ſin and evil our | 
of the World, ard yet reduce thoſe ſtray- | 
ed ſouls, which through it, had revolred * 


from his bleſſed Life and Nature, to a 


participation of it again, And this he 
; hath 
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Li216 aone, vy icnding his own Son into 


the World, to become an Expiatory $Sa- 
crifice for the fins of all Mankind. For 
ſhould God have caſt Men off for ever, 
and thrown them into Hel], though he 
had {till been Juſt and Righteous in his 


Acions, and declared but a high dillike 
of- that , which his. Eſſential Holineſs 


could never patronize or countenance, . 


| yet his Googneſs and Love . 
| had not ſo canſpicuoully 


and glorioully appeared. * 
On the other hard, ſhould 


God have received the 


World into grace and fa- 
vour, forgiving their Ini- 
quities, without, any Pre- 
vious ſatisfaction for fin, 


though he might have done 
this, without any breach of 


the Eternal Puriry and Ju- 
ſtice of his Nature, yet he 
had nor ſo ſenſibly affected 


the minds of Men, with his: 


Juſt averſation of ſin,nor ſo 


* Sine boc bolocauſte po- 
tcrat Deus taniiutm condos 


naſſe peccatum ; ſed fact- 


litas venizlaxaret habenas 
peccatrs effrenibus que eti- 
am Chriſti viz cobibent 


paſſiones, que vix ſcelera-._ 


tos animos a voluptatum 


face avellunt. Cyprian.ſroe 
Author Ilibri de (ardinal. 


Chriſti Oper. Serm.14. Sic 


Zanch. lib.2 de Incarnat. 


E.3. q.I.  Etſt vero Dems 
ſervare nos poterat ſolo ſus 
Imperio,prreans ſnplic: 
ter ex ſud miſericordid 
condonando ; noluit 14- 
ME ro n————— 


effeually diſcovered to them, his Anger 
and Diſpleaſure againſt all evil and wick- _ 
edneſs, But now in the Death of Jeſus 


Chriſt, God has reconciled Good 


neſs 
and 


© 
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T18) 
and Holineſs, Juſtice and Mercy, puni. 
ſhing ſin, and yet ſaving the ſinner. 
Behold therefore, and wonder at the 
Ineffable Goodneſs, and Tranſcendent 
love of God ! Could not Man redeem | 
his Brother, and give unto God a Ran- 
ſome for him ? No ſurely, for that Sa- 
crifice, that is preſented and offered up 
to God, muſt be without ſpot and ble- 
miſh . but when the Lord looked down 
from Heaven, upon the Children of 
Men , he beheld them all gone aſide, 
and become filthy, ſo that there was not 
one that dzd good, no not one, But if 
this might nor be, yet, could not God 
have declared his will to us by an Angel, 
by a Voice from Heaven, or by uniting 
himſelf to the Angelical Nature? Cer- 
_ rainy he might, but none of theſe ways 
could have been with ſuch endearing 
circumftances, with ſuch ſenſible Tefti- 
monies of dear Compaſlion and Benig- 
nity, as enraviſh ingenuous Minds into 
ſutable Returns and expreſſions of love. 
Feſns Chriſt therefore, the Delights of 
his Father, the Brightneſs of his Glory, 
and the expreſs Image and character of 
hits Perfon, took fleſh and dwelt among 
us, He that was #n the form of God, . | 
FT _ CT 
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clothed with all the Majeſty and Glory 
of the ſupramundane lite, yet emptyed 
' himſelf of all this unſpeakable Felicity, 
| and took npon him the form of a Servant, 
5, e, an Earthly, or a body of fleſh and 
blood, in oppoſition to that ſtate, which 
| he before called, the for of G ; and 
| being found in that ſervile ſcheme, he 
| hambled himſelf, and became obedient 11 
| to Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 
| Whar higher expreſſions of love, can 


off the cruel and unbelieving Zews, and 
yet, ſo inwardly affeCtcd with tenderneſs 
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Humane Underſtandings poſſibly con- 
ceive, than theſe ? The endearing love of 
Friends could never oive any greater ( 
evidence of it ſelf, than that they. lay 
down their lives one for another : but * 
ſuch was the tranſcendent love of Jeſus, 
that he dyed for Rebels, for Apoſtates 

from that ſacred life of God, to which 

alone the Soveraign Command and Rule 

both of Heaven and Earth, does of right 
belons, Behold hima Man of ſorrows, 
expoſed to the envy, hatred and malice 


and commiſeration towards them, chat 
he omits nothing, which a Heart enfla- 
med with love and compaſſion, could do. 
to Make them happy. And though God, 

| in 


[20] 


in his Eternal Wiſdome, foreſaw the ac-} 
curſed Diſpoſition of the 7ewiſh Nation, 
who, as they had been heretofore thirſty | 
after the blood of the Prophets and righ- | 
teous Men, ſo now would never leave, | 
till they had ſatiated their Revenge, in 
the Blood of his only begotten Son, yet 
he delivers him up into their hands : | 
for, ſo the Apoſtle ſpeaks, that they had | 
taken, and by wicked hands crucified and 
AR. n. 33, ſlain [{nSorey] him, that was given out 
_ of the protecting hand ard providence 
of God, to the will of his Enemies, A 
love which the Tongues of Men and An- 
'Bels are never able ſufficiently to ex» 
preſs. 
And as the Infinite love of God ap- 
pears, in this way of ſaving Men by 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſo his ſeverity and hatred 
2Sainſt ſin, is no leſs manifeſt and con- 
ſpicuous ; for inthar, God Pared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up to Death, 
Ho 3t iS 2 ſufficient proof and Argument of 
| his utter Deteſtation of all fin and: evil, 
No circumſtance of his bitter Paſſion, 
 Þur ſpeaks forth the heavy wrath and 
' ind:gration of God againlt fin, When 
ke came into the Garden of Gethſemane, 
where b-gan the firlt Scene of his Tra-. 
gical' 
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| g'cal Paſſion, the Scripture tells us, that | 
he was ſore amazed and "_ heavy, and Mar.14.33 
this irward grief, and 1ne 


ble trouble 
of his ſoul, he expreſſes in that Paſſio- 
nate ſpeech to his-Diſciples, dy Soal us 
exceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death, not 
| only extenfively, ſuch as muſt laſt, till 
| Death it ſelf do end it, but likewiſe in- 
renfively, ſo great, as is uſually at the 
very point of Death, And whence aroſe. 
this ſorrow ? It was not out of any co-, 
wardly fear of pain and death,for know- 
| Ins all things tbat ſhould come upon 
\ bim, yer with a firm conſtancy and le- E 
date Reſolution of mind, he comes to 
bis 1implacable Enemies at fernſalem ;- Luk,g.gic . | 
. and when he was betrayed in the Garden, 
he willingly. offers himſelf into their 
hands, I am he, Though certain 1t 1s, Joh. 18. 5. 
our Bleſſed Saviour, bearing about him ' | 
our Humane Nature, was likewiſe ſub- 
ject to all the harmleſs Paſſions and af- 
# teCtions of it, and was fo far from thar. 
{ Stoical ſtubbornneſs and infenfibility, 
that his PaſGve. and tender Conſtitution 
filled hirg with grief, and yielded to the: I 
fear of pain and Death. Nor did his »* 
| ſorrow proceed from any diſpleaſure. Y 
of God againſt his Perſon ; for he be- 
ing 


Mat. 26.3% 


ins perfectly obedient, and fully and ex- 
atly conformable to his Fathers will, } 
it could not be, that he ſhould groan un- 
der the anger and wrath of God. Nor 
was it altogether Bodily pains thar made | 
him ſo, bur there was ſomething extra- 
ordinary ; AS, | 
1. A withdrawing the ſenſibleneſs of | 
Divine Aſſiſtance from him. As the Sun | 
at our Saviour's Crucifixion, though not | 
disjoyned from the World, yet for a þ 
time deſerted the World, by withdraw- | 
ing his light from 1t, And although this } 
withholding the ſenfibleneſs of the Ni- | 
- vine Preſence, was done without any A- | 
verſation and diſlike of the Perſon of | 
our bleſſed Lord, which not only be- 
fore, but at that very initant, was ten- 
. derly beloved of God, yet the Appre- 
henfion of it could nor but make him 
bemoan his caſe. in that ſad exclamation , 
Hy God, 'my God, why | or how | ha#t 

thou forſaken me ! | 
2. Becauſe,then all rhe Powers of Hell 
and darkneſs were let looſe upon him. 
The Prince of Darkneſs, with his accurſed 
Legions, did then (as we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe) appear to him, in the moſt 
aftrighting and dreadful forms, and 44 
TC 


j bereayed. of the fenſibleneſs of ' Divine 
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the permiſſion of Divine. Providence; 
| exerted and tryed the utmoſt of their In- 
| ſulting Rage, 1n theſe their lat and moſt 
| furious Aſſaults , the Conqueſt and Vi- 
tory over whom being to be atchie- 
| ved, not by the Divine Power, bur by 
| the Piety and Obedience of our Saviour, 
| he falls into an Agony, and an Angel de- 
| ſcends from Heaven, to ſtrengthen and 
| comfort his fainting Soul in theſe hor- 
| rendous Conflicts. 


3. Chriſt ſuffering for Men's fins, 


mult needs have a diſtin& Apprehenſion 
of the manner, meaſure and odiouſneſs 
of them, and beheld all this with a bleed- 
| ing heart, foraſmuch as he faw himſelf 
| caſt into thoſe ſad circumſtances, brui- 
ſed for the iniquities, and wounded for 
| the tranſgreſſions of Mankind, All which 
put together were ſufficient Cauſes of - 
| the higheſt grief and ſorrow. Conſider 


now, Jeſus Chriſt, the eternally beloved 
Son of God, ſorrowful and amazed, 
ſweating drops of Blood in his Agony, 


Aſſiſtance , conflicting with the urmoſt | 
Rape and Infuktation of the: Devil, and 
dying a Painful and Ignominious Death 
upon the Croſs, andit gives the higheſt 
| Demon- 
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Demonſtration of God's implacable Ha- 


tred againſt all ſin, that poſſibly can be 


2. The admirableneſs and wonderful- 
neſs of the Evangelical plot and contri- 
vance, declares it ſelf, in rendring this 


Way and Method effetual for the ſal- 
vation of Men, Thar ir ſhould nor be 


loſt labour, or a work: to no purpoſe, 
alarming the World with great hopes 
and expeRations, and art laſt become ab- 
ortive, or prove nothing bur a windy 
birth, ' but that ir ſhould really attain the 
end, for which it was deſi igned, that is, 
thar men ſhould receive benefit by it and 


be eternally ſaved. 


To this purpoſe three things are ne- 
ceſlary ; 
I. That what God requires, be ! 1n it 


(cif poſſible. 


2. That Man be endued with a ſuffici- 
ent power. 
3. That ſome allowance be made for | 


Our Infirmities. 


1. Firſt, I ſay, that the Commands of 
the Goſpel be noſfible ; For it were the 
moſt Gn ble and Tyrannical thing 
in the World, to exat that of another, 


which we : know he 1 Is 1n no Poſhibility of 


per- 
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performing , and therefore,being a thing 
{ſo abhorrent and repugnant to the naty- 
ral reaſon and equity of, Mankind, it is 

| at-no hand to pw attributed to. God, 
whioſe very, Nature is the moſt perfet 
and living Law of Juſtice. Wherefore, 
the Goſpel being given to be the Reli- 
gjon of all Mankind, and for no other 
end, but their everlaſting Benefit and 
Bleſſedneſs, we cannot but imagine all 


the: duties and commands required of Y 
them, -to be. poſlible-to be done; for | * 
otherwiſe it would be ſo far from con- I 
tributirgs/ to their advantage, that it 
would be bur an Exprobration of their py 
miſery, and a Tyrannical and Arbitrari- . - © 
ous Inſultation over their calamitous 3 
condition, Nay, we are aflured,, that ' , ? 
the laws of Righteouſneſs required of us I 
by the Goſpel, are not only poſſible, bur 
| . Sracious .and eafie, and that from the 
mouth of the Bleſſed Author and giver 3 
of them ; fy. yoke (lays he), # eafte, Mat.rr.28 * 
and my burden i light : and the beloved 1 
Apoſtle has left ir.upon Record, that the 1 
commands of -God are not grievons, that 15, ; Joh, 5.3. A 
they are not mſupportable burdens,. too - - * } 
heavy. for - the nature of Man to. bear, 
nor are they fetters and ſhackles of Iron, 
LEES. os -Þ 


YT 
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contrived only to enfrare and make the 
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Creation miſerable, but ſuch gracious 
Precepts and Conſtitutions, as are, in 
themſelves immurably good, and ſo infi- 
nitely agreeable fo the rrue and proper, 
that 1s, the IntelleRual Nature of Man, 
that he can no ſooner underſtand his own 
happineſs, but he would chaſe them, if 
they had never been commanded. The | 
Wiſdotne of God never intereſſes it felf | 
in unprofitable chings, which ſurely this | 
muſt have been, if the* Obſervance and 


- Practice. of the Injunctions of the Go- 


ſpel had been in ir ſelf impoſſible, Be- 


| fides, ſuppoſing ſuch inrolerable andim- 


praQicable things impoſed upon the rea- 


{on of Mankind, ir would ſubvert all fu- 


rure rewards and puniſhments. As for 
Rewards, there could be no ſuch thing, 
for Rewards are only upon the confide- 
ration of Duty, and there can be no. 
duty, where the commands are impol- 
ſible : Nor can there be any equitable 
exaQion of Puniſhment, becauſe the Lavy 
it ſelf js not feaſible and praQticable, and-- 
fo the tranſgreflion becomes neceffary 
and inevitable, and no more in the po- 
wer of Men to help, than to hinder there 
being born into the World, Wherefore, 
upon 


\ 


upon the whole matter, | unleſs the Go- 
ſpel contain only ſuch things as are poſ- 
fible, it is certain, no man can be accoun- 
table for them, unleſs we will ſuppoſe 
God ſuch an Arbitrarious Being, as a&s 
by no other Law, than that of his own 
Will and Authority, which is all one; 
for aMan to think to-get himſelf a name 
of Power and Soveraignty, by 8 

bour all day, and: treading up 
_ poor Worms. ' And certa 
one to have no notion and appre 
of God at all, and to think ſo meanly 
him, and fo much below the excellency 
and dignity of his Blefled Narure and 

COINS. ny 
| Bur here it- will be objeSted, 5g 


pollible , wg cafieiand. grac ous; how. 
comes it then, thar Men are nor'p. ns 2a id 

made good, and: all the IOIE be 
rrue Chriſtians ? -- _- WL 

To this; /I havie cckings 894 

T. Thar God forces. none ro w rahy 
(+ las = os wich 2 Fm Kiple 
And withour OY ich 
thing as Moral Coodne rth 
for that which a man is competi-ond 
C.2 - . forced 
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forced to, by rhe irreſiſtible Determina-: 
riomo :an exterior Principle, 1s ne:cher: 
good>nor-\evil 'in-reference to him . be-: 
cauſe* it'was :not' a true exertion-of)'his 
will, -bur -an' a&t of fomething without 
him: Arid therefore ſhould God cirre- 
_ ſiſtibly \bend and-incline:the wills of Mei 
to: os and Practice of: Vertue,-:1t 
wonld:take-away the:diſtin&ion of good 
and evil, and; Men-'wonld be what they 
are ;; by a' faral--neceflity., and. tot” by 
choice.” :Moreover, ſhould God forcib- 
ly make:Men. good, it would rather'de- 
{zthan recoverthe:Nature of Man- 
kind; - and. make them more imperfect: 
Creatures, than they are already, It.is | 
theglory of our fairh; that being tryed, - 
it be found unto: praiſe and honour ;-; bur 
whit praiſe' can be-due to that, which is 
performed: by the. violent conliraior of 
an-uncontroulable [Power 2-:<: There | 
< would be little reaſon for the Scripture | 
Princ. of *( ſays ra wor thy. P xelate) 10 muctz to 
Nat. Rel, © * magnify the grace of faith, as being ſo 
bo.1.c.3. © great a-Vertue; :and-fo acceptable tO -. 
< God; if every one: were neceſlitated 
C.t0.it; Whether he would or no.:: 2, True 
Religion has a great diſagreement with 
our r preſent ſinful Natures. Chriſtianity 
' came 
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came into the World to Fry our extra- 
vagant deſires, -to reſtrain the ſinful and 
exorbitant affeRions of the Animal life, 
and tedraw. off our:minds from'ithe fa- 
_ ding and-inchanting Beauries of ſenſe;;to 
the living and. Immortal fornis of righ- 
teouſneſs and truth,” - And it:is'ng won- 
der if it be accounted-troubleſoineand 
uneaſie to a.carnal mind; when jtswhole 
deſign is to let out-the' corrupt; bite and 
blood of the old man;;and:torrenewmen - 
into:that faultlefs:natnre, din arid-w the 
neſs had deſtroyed; (Religion is garifuch 
a formidable and:difficult thing, \fich:an 
{neratil rask in it ſelf; bur becauſe 'tis 
.an affliction to our natural life, xolly N4- 
olence to our luſts. and bodily Paſſions, 
therefore ſenſual. and Anja Bars Per- 
Torn judge ir tO be hard, troubleſoine 
and. apes: ie. © But:3dly, - Men generally 
diſtempered as they. are, have: ne mind 
to ſet ,upon Religion in good- earnell 
They-are For the molt part in love; with 
- ſin; and Vice is become cuſtomary: and 
natural, ang becauſe 'tis ſome trquble to 
root: ont and extirpate an habitmal-cor- 
ruption, therefore they fairly lay;Reli- 
pion'by, as a thing too auſtere and un- 
Pleaſant, - So that there 1s nor-ſo. much. 
hp C 3- diff * 


j ba og 3s 30" SER wo "CORD K/FeY TOTO IRS 4 TELE TIE IFg Os” af _ : Y y | ' n P PY a ——_ 
. 
", 
* 
0 4 
. 


diffiroity in Religion,as in bringing men 

co entertain firm purpoſes and 'refoluri- 
_ .. ons of embracing ir, that is, of betrer- 
ing their lives by it, Were but Men 
-fincere in their endeavours after holi- 
neſs, -and the participation of the nature 
of God, the pretended: roughneſs and 
aſperiry of Religion would quickly wear 
off, and they would ſee, that «rs ways 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all its paths 
peace, By which'tt appears, thar'not- 
withſtanding all the objections of 'our 
ſenſral and animal life, that it is poſtible, 
nay eaſie for us ro become ſincere Chri- 
ſtians, and that the commands of God 
are {6 far from being Tyrannical and 
| grievous, that they are the woſt agree- 
, ' - able to our IntelleQual and Rational 


* 


Narates. 

_ -2, . It is neceſſary that Man be endued 
with a fufficient Power, For though the 
condirions of ſalvation be in thenifelves 
poffible, yer if we'be not pur into a ca- 
pacity, and endued with power from on 
biph, ſufficient for the performance of 
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Chriſt, when he cured the Impotent and. 


Lame in the Goſpel, by Dideirg them, 
Riſe up and walk, had not at the fame 
time confirmed and firengthned their 
feeble Limbs, his command had heen 
utterly incffeual. So although we, 


ſtate of ſin and miſery, weakneſs and im- 
perfetiop, yet if God intend to better 
our condition, and to .recover us to.0ur 
former life and health, he muſt confer 
upon. us ſuch a Power, as ma make 

,that all 


L ; * 
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Deligneffectual, _It is confelled, th? 
Mankind have utterly diſabled themſel 
for the attainment of everlaſting Ble 
neſs, by their own naked and ſolit 


: 


goodneſs and love, making a new Cove- 


nant with the World, and propo! 
certainiterms and conditions,upon.whicl 
they may again he. made happy, it 15 al- 
together repugnant with his Infigite 
Wiſdame.and Juſtice to, require of Men 
the performance of. theſe Conditzons, 


wy 


| Rrgngrh for rhar gyrpoſe. Should God 
| offer life and ſalvation upon the terms 
of the -Goſpel, and yet never endue US 


with an ability to embrace and accept 


hs 


through our own fault, are fallen into a 


'l | c ang iOnur: ry £- 
deavours; but (God, out of his free 


z 
CC OTTLED 
0 .#-- B+. 


without .cnduing them with, a ſufficient | 


\ 
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_  Ezek. 33. 
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"of them, it would not be a defign wor: 
thy of him, nor agreeable with thoſe ſe- 
rious Profeſſions and Deſires of our Im- 
mormutHappines, | 7 .--þ 
* For the fuller Illuſtration of this, we 
muſt know, that God hath always decla- 
red his delight in the Felicity, and his 
averſation of the miſery and deſtruction 
of his Creatures , and leſt we, ſhould 
queſtion the reality of this his Jove, he 
has confirmed it with an Oath: Xs'7 
live, ſaith the Lord God, I bave 0 plea- 
ſure inthe death of the wicked. And this 
fervent deſire of the good and welfare 
of the World, moved him to enter into 
a_Covenant with them in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Now, as in all mutnal compats;%and 
| Tipulations between 'Parties,” there are 
terms and conditions on borh ſides, and 
each Party obliges himſelf to the per: 
formance of ſomething: So 1n this great 
Indenture or Covenant, which God' has | 
made with the World, he is graciouſly | 
pleaſed to oblige himſelf ro do ſome- | 
thing for us, and we are likewiſe' tyed þ 
to the obſervation: of certain Articles | 
and conditions required on onr. part. 
And this notion of rhe Goſpel feems to | 
be intimated by the Apoſile, 2 Tim 2.19. 
a en 
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The Foundation of God Sftandeth ſure, 
having thus Seal, the Lord knows who are 
his. And let every one that names the 
| Name of (hbri$t, depart :fftom iniquity. 
Where, give- me-leave to inſert, what: a 
very learned Man obſerves, concerning 
the ſignification of the word 9:uiazog, Mr 36fe, 
which our Tranſlation renders: [.founda» ,, 
tion.” - © ' That the Hebrew: word,+to 
* which it anſwers -in the Rabbitucal: Di- . - 
faleR, is uſed for Tabale confraftat, a 
* Bill of contra, 'and ſo. 3+wixrs here 
G __ the Compatt or ,Covenant of ' 

* God: for the ivery. mentioning of'a , 
© Seal here, implyes a Bill of Contract : 
* for Bills of Contra&t chad their Seals | 
* appendant to them ;.cachi ſide. where- 
© of had his Motto; the one:{uiting with 
* the - one- patty -contrahent:,. the other 
«© with 'the other.': To:this the: Apolile 
here alludes, God's .$$ptazes,-lays he; .. . - 
* ſtandeth ſure;':(that is, Gad's:Bill of  ' 2 
* Contract, or* his Chirographum) ha  ' -7 
* ving a Seal according to the: manner, 
©the one fide whereoi. carries this Mot- 
*to, The Lord knows them :that+ are his, 
+5, e, he will. never fail:-ro own: thoſe 
* who continue fairhful to: -him+- the 0+ 
eo i at 
* the 


& 


2 Cor. x. 
I 9, 
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which if be do not, he forfeits all tbe þ 


| Goſpel, And this God's entring into 4 


_ of all men ſufficient power and re 
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© the name of C hrift,aepart from iniquity: 


' Priviledges, which he might otherwiſe 
hope for., from this Covenant of the || ; 
D 
Covenant, is in other terms exprefled, || 
. by being reconciled to the World, God þ, 
PAs inChrift, reconciling the World #7xt0 , | 
himſelf, not 1o, as to take all Men im: |. 
mediately into Heaven, but fo far as 10 | ; 
put all Mankind, by the Golpel, into a 
capacity of ſalvation. To whuch end 
and purpoſe, amongſt ether xagiouers; 
or Gratuitous Donations which God 
hath freely engaged hiinſelf to beſtow, 
chis 15 one yery conſiderable, the :givmny 
1d Strength $0 
fo perform 11s. will and £ams 
wands, fo as he will accept of. Which | 
very thing is made a part 'of God's aboly || 
Covenant, that the would grant mwnto 46; || 
1.e, that be would give 21 pewer, as the | 
word is uſed, Revel.11. 3. or qualify ys 
with a ſufficient ftrengib.and ability, zo 
ferve him 4n -holineſs and: raphteanſneſs, 
before him,allthe days-of. onr Jiues. bor 
the further proof of this,. I ſhall offer | 
theſe two Argumeiits.. - 
7. Thar it is neceſſary that God ſhould 
| - on 


* | 


3uable them. 
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impoxer all Men to whom the Goſpel IS 
ached, with a ſufficient ability'to per- 
orm what 1s 
Þ conifelt his Intentions of ſaving all the 
| World to be real; The Apoſtle tells us, 
that God i the Saviour of all men, and 
) how he can be fo, unleſs he pur all Men, 
 forne way Or other i Mo a capacity of fal- 
-yation, I profeſs 'my ſelf nor' ble to un- 
| terſtand : Now what is it-ro-put- any 
: one into a capacity of ſalvation, bur to 
place him in that way, aid to'provide 
for him all thoſe means which Thalt -be 
rcelfiry and effetual for the 6brainjng 


| poſtle informs us, that God womld have 


[in him, and may'be confi tent with boa 
| Nature of Rational Creatures, and that 

| it may appear” | there 1s nothing wanting 
'on God's part to make them happy. 
| Wherefore thofe who den ytothegreat- 
| eft part of Mankind fach a A IFANON 
of the aſſiſtance and grace of God, as 
| may place them under a capacity of ob- 
A. Heaven, ſeem to mets: queſtion 

the realiry and Fincerity of God's De- 
fign and Tftention of: faving all the 
World by Chriſt J eſus. For if the pur- 
poſe 


required inir, thar he may 


1Tim,4.1 © 


that glorious end? Hence the ſame A- 


| all men to be ſaved, thar is, as far #s Jyes * 


[36] 
poſe of God, in ſending Jeſus Chriſtin] 
to the World, was, that: he ſoonld tail 


Heb.2.9; ' death for every man, and that the War | 
Joh, 3. 17. . ahrwrk him might be; (aved, . it was like 


7 


bad . 
. ja ' 
- - I 2 


- 


wiſe undoubtedly a part of this purpoſe a 
that they ſhould all be qualified and inf 
' Powered with ſuch; ability, the faithfill 
. actuating. of which ſhould certainly. alſi 
.tain that end for which it-was Celignedls 


tion of all Mankind, and promulgate th thi l 
his Intention, and alarm the hapes andfji 
expectations of all the World, and. yelſht 
_ deny them that, without which they ca of 
not be. ſaved, is utterly. irrecong'ealy ; 
with thoſe; apprehenſfions, which : yl 


Ought to have of the: Divine <2 
2. That all Men mighs- thereby be ac{ 


countable to God. ! No Man can be ac 


countable for any more; than he has, - 
ceived, and if there were. any. number 
of Men to whom the Gaſpel were fainks 


fully preached, and the means 0: falva- 


tion made known, and. yet were always 
left deſtirute. of a power and ability off 
believing and ating,” according ta theſÞ 
preſcriptions bf it, they:would be ſo farf 
from being left without excuſe, or ha- 
ying their mouths ſtopped , that theirſ 

Apo-Þ 


Lifpology would be. as reaſonable, as if 


zalfGod ſhould expoſtulare with rhem for. 
arI&rot creating the-World, or railing the 


keDead. For if they never were ſo.much: ' 


dſeſas put nro a capacity of believing, how: 
Infſcan they be! juſtly :puniſhed 'as Infidels ? 
hiBur becauſe the righteous Governor of 
AJHeaven and. Earrh,. cannot bur do that 
eddwhich ts juſt and-equal, and that all men 


wlto whom | God: has communicated the 
bg Goſpel; ſhall be accountable to him for 


ndgit, therefore we are aſlured' thar all: of 
jeflthem, ar ſome time: or. other, were en- 


God's powerful affiſtance, - as ſhould in- 


«able them to do what he; required of 


. them, and ſo-.as: he would accepr :of- 
Hf This is the condemnation, ({ays:our Blef-: 
4} ſed Saviour, oh:3..19.) not that all che 
= World was ina: fate of 'Darkneſs,- but: 
that. Light, .that-is;the Goſpel, is' come 
| among5F them; and by It they. are. put 
-F into a capacity, not only of diſcovering, 
5| but of coming:our of their ſins. and ehey 
i !oved darkneſs rather than light, that. is, 


e& preferred the ſatisfaRtion of their own 
| corrupt luſts, before a ſincete obedience 
-| £9 the will. of God. And:methinks, the 
| 8htcouſneſs of God's . Diſp 
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oFdoed with ſuch a meaſure and- degree of: 


enſation ** 
with 


res 
ad 


SEISD 
Fc .. $5 


| ] 


with Men in this kind is evidently pref 
. ured, in that Parable of the Vineyanl 
1ſai.5. which is alike applicable to 
ſtare of things under the Goſpel, as iff 
was then to the fewiſo Cock”: helf 
planting it in a fruitful ſoil, the carefi 
manuring and cultivation of it, implying 
all neceſtary means for the increaſe aud 
Srowth of Men in grace and vertuey 
whereby might very well have been ex 


pected ſuch Wine, as might chear and 
exhilarate the heart of God and man, but 


when, after all ths pains, it brought 


| forth nothing bur wild Grapes, the 


God determines upon the juſt deſtructi| 
on.of it, and for the Fairy -and Juſtice] 
of this Procedure, es. to. the Coawi 
ſciences of Men, What: conld bave beeiſ 
done more that 1 hve vot-dane'? 
But -againſt this it is objected, that iff 
all Men under the Gofpel: are put inoaſ} 
capacity of ſalvation, whence then comes 
the different - entertainment of ir, and 
Why 1s ir that all Men are not effectu- 


ally convinced and wrought upon by 


ne 


lib.6.contr. 
Celſ. þ.315 


- For the ſolation of- this difficulty, I | 
thall. return, 1, That of Origes, that to | 
an one ual periwaſion there'is required | 


not 


1 
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nh not only that ihe Perſwader-offer ſucty 


rl chings as are apr to beper belief, bur 


$ likewife a ſatadle difpoſition and tracta- 


i ble frame in himithat is co be perſwaded, 


$ So that the Reaſon why many Mendo 
not entertain and believe the Goſp l, is- 


not thar the Goſpel} is unfurniſhed-'of 


ag perfwaſory Arguments, or that God is 
# wanmiog in any thing on his -part, bur 
»f bec-uſe they rejet and refuſe thoſe 
us things which do m others, and might in 
if chem (if ir were not for their own _ 
tf ſtinacy ) produce faith and- belief, 
 (fays the Father) the moſt eloquem o: | 
| rator that ever ſpake may periwade in 
th vain where he meets with a ſtubborn 
| and refratory diſpoſition, It is faffi- 
i] cient therefore thar the Goſp cl ſuggeſts _ 
;Þ and offers mgmt; aiyur forh rationat _ 
s Arguments and Motives as are proper 
| | to beger Belief in Moral Agents, but the ,. 
| 72 Tei0£o0a1 periwaſibility, or the At of 
| being perſwaded is a work of Mens own. 
| For proof of which rhe Parher cites. 
| theſe Seriptares , Gal: 5. 8.- Per/w fron 
| cometh not of him that calteth 10n, Ard 
| {{ai. 1. 19, 20. Tf'9e be wiltin and obe- ; 
dient, ye foall eat the good of the Lawd':' 
was x: Je roger” and rebel, Je} all 
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Origen ſeems 40 have taken: out of Tre. 
00.4.6:76; news, Facere enim proprinm et benigni- 
tatis Dei, fieri. autem proprium et ho. 
minis Nature, Si igttur tradiaeris | 
quoa. eft tuum, id et fiaem in eum & 
ſubjetitonem, percipies ejus artem, & ori; | 
perfeilnm opus Dei, Ss autem 701 Cre- 
dideris et, & fugeris manus cjus, eritÞ 
cauſa imperfeftionts in te, qui non vbeaijts, 


ſtance and aid of the grace and ſpirit 
of God unfer the Goſpel is not by Om- 
agatency.or Power at large, but ſuch aj 
concurrenceas leaves to Men the liberty 
of their own' wills, as is. manifeſt from | 
ſeveral places of the ſacred Scriprures, | 
Joh. 5.40. Te will not- come unto me that | 
Je may have life. Though our bleſled 
, Saviour ſpake as. never Man ſpake, and | 
. wrought ſuch Miracles as never Mandid, 

beyond which nothing can be offered to 

make the Goſpel credible, yet.thoſe con- 


tumacious ems would not receive him. Þ 


laid, ZuR,-7,.30..T hat they rejefted the 
'.  Comnſel of *God againſt themſelves, that is, B 
_ » "the mercifypurpole. or deſign of God | 


_ -* *towards them in making proviſion for | 


voted with the Sword. Which accouns 


ſed non in illo qui vacavit. . 2, The Aſſi- | 


thE Phariſees and Lawyers it 5 
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| heir falvation, as 5 wel as the reſt of the 
"be 7e5- 48.23 
"| 3. It is neceffary that ſome allowance” k. 
-| be made for our infirmities. For though 2M 
'F a mighty Power engage it ſelf on our — © 7 
| behalf, yet if God ſhould be extreme 


» i 
's to mark what is done amiſs, if he ſhould © 
"| take advantage of every ir ailry and miſ- 
| carriage, who then coald be faved?* 
'| Hence it is that our merciful God con- 
fidering our frame, and remembring the 
imperfection of Humane Nature, is wil- 
| ling to abate and firike off much of our 
account upon that ſtock, and treats with 
us not according to the degrees of an 
'F Angel, but Ly meaſures of a Man, not 
| after the higheſt rigor, but «a7 in1d- 
'| axtay, according to eq ity which is the 
| trueſt and moſt perfe' For” 
berein conſiſts the excellency of the Go- 
ſpel Covenant, in that under it T. God 
allows of our Repentance for paſt ſins; 
2. Accepts of our ſincerity for the rime 
to come, It was. part of thar Con 
fion which Chriſt gave his Apo 
fore his Aſcenſion into' Heaven, thar _ 4 
they ſhould Preach repentance and 4. Lk 28 
ſion of ſins in his Name among all [© Nats 4h 
018 7 RENNIE a erved, of 
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_  pigipus- fears .onr-of their, Minds, God.. 


(49%) 


fery þh e.and ſalvation to thoſe thar, 
crucified the Son of God, provided they. , 
—_ repent of; this.their heinous, crime 
and become new. Creatures, . Repent and; 
be cenverted, that yonr fins may be e blotted. 
out Ix is.the great comfort. the Chri- 
Nang Rel jon brings guilty. ſigners, in, 
bat it «AN hem. of the love: of. an; 
offended God; thay their paſt ſinful lives. 
ſhall pot ruine or exclude them from, his; 
favour, bat that now. in this day,of-mer-: 
cy and peace, if they will. return; unto: | 
him by. a ſpeedy Repentance, he will be;' | 
al to their: Uorighteouſng {s, and: 
will remember, their, pling more.: | 
The Confcience-of Mens own,guile makes. 
them afraid, and like Agam,. run; from, 
the. \Pre ſence. of. 'God-; wh refore.. 10. 
prevent $a miſgivin thonghes of the. 
Nature of God, which Mens fi nful hea tS.. 
poſſeſſed them withall, and for the. fu- 
cure 30 take away; all. jealouſie es:and. - 


LE 


is. pleaſed; to; publiſh, a Declaration, of | 
Pardon' and. Todulgence ro: all: Penitent; 
Pexſqns, giving them all imaginable ſe-. 
. curity.of his Propenfity.and readineſs.co. 

be:reconciled, .and of; his unfeigned) 
f1 Ie, and. willingneſs 19. accept: "of theie.. 
perſons 


Perſons upon their fixions and hearty 


af deteſtation of their: former ſins and'evil' 


courſes. And totheend'thar'Men may 
be perfeRtly-convinced'that God'is not 
inexorable- and implacable, and that he 
conſalrs not his own' Glory i in any other 
way than'that of the'Creatures goodand 
advantage, he' youchſafes out'of his un- 
_ deſerved fayour: and igraceto'dccept of 
our S:xcerity for: the time to come; 
the knowledge” of which is! therefore 
imparted® unto' Men by" the” Goſpel to” 
ſettle cheir: Minds and quiet” theirCon-- 
| ſcietices; which- orherwiſe* updn' eve 
| failure in their'Dury- wouldipetper ettial 
torment them with-rhe fear of 'God's'e- 
verlaſting Ahger/and Diſpleaſure” By 
ſincerity, I'mean'ſnch a frame arid-con- 
{ruin of ſpirit; whereby'our' whole 
Souls are faithfiilly'carried"ouit' in ob6di- 
efice/ to the will of God; fo' far-ag- it Ty 


matle-knowry to 1s: Theſe things Tritt « ſoh.2.s, 1 


 . #to you (ſaysthe beloved AploRIE) that 
Je'fi not; that is! Tt'is rhedefipn'of the 
Goſpel perfeaty 40 abolift"alf finz and: 
therefore it: requires'Menv utmoſt 'cau- 
tion-and 'endeavonr again ite Bur-be- 
cauſe 'Men may#fall into fin through'the 
unprovidence: and” ſffort-ſigtiredriefs' 


7, 


Humane Nature, or through the ſudden 
incurſion of a Temptation, and the Vio-, 
lence and importunity of 1t; yet let them, 
not caſt away their confidence, nor ſink 
under their load and dye, for if a»y man. | 
' thus' ſin, we have an Advocate with the. 
Father, .a royal Agent at the right hand. 
of God, who makes interceſlion for us, 
not as in the days of bis fleſh by offering, | 
up Prayers with ſtrong-crying and tears,. | 
but by Virtue of that Power and Autho-; | 
rity of ruling his Church according to 
his own Pleaſure, dilpenſing his favours. 
and ſaving Men by the mercies and com- 
paſſions of the Goſpel, which Preroga- 
tive he purchaſed and merited for him-: 
ſelf by his bitter Death and Paſſion. 
For God does not exa& of us a perfeR, 
unfinning Obedience, ſo as never to fail: 
in our duty, or offend in the leaſt tittle 
or circumſtance, bur he requires of us. 
a perfection of ſincerity, the not giving. 


s 
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way to any known ſin, or doing- that. | 


upon deliberation, which a Man's con-- | 
ſcience tells him is a breach and violation. | 
of the Law of God, though there be | 
never ſo great Temptations to it. 'This | 
15 that which the Scripture calls by the 
Names of the New 214 and the New 
EE. 


ow wo & umm. © 


id 


with our whole hearts, and retain ſuch 


a clear ſenſe of the deformity of fin, and 


the lovelineſs' of' Virtue, as makes us 
ſ{tudioully proſecute the one, and deteſt 


| 4d abhortheorher. And though this 


ſincerity of heart may be accompanied 
with meekneſs' atid? imperfection, yet it 


is ſuch as God has gracioully-protniſed 


:to accept of, arid to'waſh away thoſe leſ- 


ſer frailties and -infirmities in the Blood 


[ formidable and diſmal appearance of Na- 


of Chriſt. This ſtate of mind is an e- 
verlaſting Fountain of Peace and Joy, 
a ſpring of Eternal contentment and ſa- 
_ isfaction. It ſupports us in all dangers, 
carries us undauntedly through all diffi- 


culties, and fills our fouls with an' enra- 
viſhing calmneſs and tranquillity. It is 
certainly the beſt Companion and the ſu- 
reſt Friend in all the World :- for when 
the Clouds gather and a ſtorm ariſes, and 


the face of things in this lower Region 


becomes troubled and confuſed, yet our 
lincerity never leayes us, but in the moſt 


ture puts on a chearful countenance; and 
looks abroad and meets the greateſt dan- 
gers with a high and generous reſfolu- 
tion, being confident of this, that that 
| =, mm. mm 
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« Creature, When we love and ſerve God 
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ver-diſdain 'or caſt. away.a fincere-Ber- 
ſon, nor deſpiſe him who -unfeignedly 
and bewailing his weakneſs profebutes 
_ thatwhich ts funply and. abfolurely-r > 


" Aſecond thing wherein the Excel- 
lency-bf Divine W:ſdomae, appeats, yes 
in the.;manner of-. pruypands 57 55108 oof 
the Goſpel to' us. '\Godwas manifeſt 3s, | 
the fleſh, os s St.,P4yl, that is, thowon- 
dertulneſs of the m; vitery of the Goſpel 
conliſted in-this,that God took uponhim 
our fleth' and blood... (God communics- 
ted his will .cq us; by ſertdins; down this 


8. D\ thar- 15, 4n;3 body of fleſh 
þjood. 1, ſhall not here infiſt upoa thofe 
Torvutpiic. i moayTpirusy thoſe vatious 
ways and divers manners iby: 
Ipake to. the: Fathers of old, .communti: 
cating- his will to them ſamerimes by 
Dreams and Viſions, by:a Voice from 
 Heaven-and the Apparitions of Angels, 
but conſider that way which-God hath 
Choſen of manifeſting himſelf to the 
World in theſe laſt days by his Son, 
which gs it þeſt ſutes' with the Evan- 


7 Rk 


everlaſting, goodneſs which folds the | 
. whole Creavion in tender: Arms, will .ne- |} 


Son in the likeneſs of "nfl, Py c are 


which God 
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comfort, the Mount Si wherein the 
reſplendent glory of the firſt-born is dif: | 
played, ſhining only with: the gentle 
Te of an attractive and pleafing light, 


and Jeſus the bleſſed Mediator of this 
New Covenant with his extended Arms 
 proclames his willingneſs to embrace and 
receive the Wotld which he has recon- | 
ciled to God with his own blood, This | 


: 15 that Oeconomy which the Apoſtle þ 
 JOCorr,2t calls the fooliſhneſs of preaching,” not as if Þ 
| **-- 1t were ſo in ir ſelf, but becauſe 'ris a | 
way of condeſcending wiſdome, wherein 
God itoops down to our apprehenſtons, 
and frames things ſo as we may: under- | 
Rand them, and receive an infinite bene- | 
fit by them. For Man, partly from the 
frame and conſtitution of his Nature 
conſiſting of Body as well as Soul, but 
much more from his fall and deſcent in- 
to this lower life becomes wonderfully | 
affeted with groſs Phantaſms and Ex- | 
terior Repreſentations. Whence it comes | 
to- paſs that we do more eaſily and fre- 
quently conceive of things as they ap- 
Xear to ſenſe than as they are in them- | 
elves, when apprehended by a more diſ- | 
cerning Principle, Wherefore the Infi- 
ite Wiſdome of God that makes nox 
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| its Operations in a way of Abſolute ſa- 
| ver gary and immenfity of: Power, for- 
| cing the Creatures againlt thoſe inbred 
| Principles.ſhe hath placed.in rkem, bur 
| frectly and powerfully dircts them in 
a ſteady way of congruity and propor- 
tionateneſs to the natures of things, be- 
ing to work out Man from this low can- 

| tracted ſtate, the ſad Regionof fin and 
Death, to a participation of Immortality 
and more free emanations of Divine life, 
cantrived a way moſt ſutable and agree- 
able to-the ſhallow capacities. and facpl- 
ties of Humane Souls, God would nor 
appear to us in a flame of fire, nor ſpeak 
by an Angel in a body of pure Air, but 
in the Form of. Servant clothed with 
our Humane Fleſh, and fubject to all the 
harmleſs Paſſions of our Nature, that he 


might-more kindly diſenſlave us from the 


. 


cruel Tyranny of fin and Satan. For let 
us: but ankle with our own -Reaſons, 
whether this be not a greater Incitation 
and more. powerful inducement to Men 
to believe and obey the Declarations of 
the Divine Will, xo exhibit to them ſome 
extraordinary and remarkable Perſon 
that ſhould by the fulleſt demonſtrations 
and ſenſible figns prove” himſelf to. be 
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| woice, Or Mcrfwadad their Auditors (as 
| Nw Pompoluus "und: fome 6rtfer Nea- 
then Law-givers J? from the (converſe 
| chey had with ſome” n et, that | thetr 
.Do&rine was Sioniiggebies | "£ 

| them from Heaven, and had Godfor its 7 
| Axthor;yer how hardly would Meh have 
| embraced it upon theſe accounts, 'eſpe- | 
| cially conſidering” wo A: and 
, | avparent Dangers were 

| pas upon the orofeflion'e? "Hobs 
 ;jH-reſernedd 15 That Breat'Doctrine 
| Bleſſed Saviour Se#f- -denyal LY G4L 
| ray amons vulgar ſpirits, and Roen 7 
| -ficalt a thing 15 It ro bring 6if@ aRgenera 
red Hearts from the Tiitereſts- of * 
| World? and is it'likely then that Meh 
ſhould be ſo prodigal of 'their- deareſt 
Blood, as to factifice it 'to an Unicerrai 
| Rumour ard Report; every Impb- 
ſtor is able tb- oveternd : , Bitb6 lee rhe 
| meck Lamb of Gofmade in-ovnF own 
likeneſs, having Jeft the ſactetMinlions 
of Light and Glory; and clorhea himſelf 
with onr frail-Mo rality; to'beſo1d him 
(14 xy) te teſtifying by many Mittaties and 
irrefragable” Aoilbents. thropph the 
whole courſe of his abode on Earth; 


and ar laſt taking ir vpoti his Death 
that 


$ 
J 
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that he was the Son of the ever-livingh 
God, and came down-from Heaven ty 
make known to Men that God was te ff ; 
.conciled. to the World through him ff 1 
this muſt needs ſtrike our Imaginatj. | 
ons more forcibly than whatever elf. 
the wit of Man could poſſibly cor-ſ t 
celve, - 3 
.- 2, The Goſpel was intended to trail 
form and work our Natures -into thath t 
which is the flower and perfeRtionef 
the Divine life, that is an univerſal love; | 
to call off our minds: from thoſe little 
Intereſts they are apt to eſpouſe by look 
irs upon themſelyes. as ſo many parti- 
cular Beings divided and ſeparated from 
 therreſt of the World; and' created only þ 
for themſelyes and rheir Private con- | 
cernments, and to bepert in them an unj- | 
yerſally extenſive charity: by widening | 
their Capacities to the Dimenſions-.of | 
' the, whole Creation, By-which we are 
taught-not to think it: enough that out | 
love afcend in copious. flames to Heaven, 
unleſs it likewiſe deſcend in due. mea- 
| Jures and | degrees upon all Mankind. And 
indeed it is impoſlible for a Man thar:is 
throughly baptized into this ſpirit of 
Univerſal loye, to have any (elf deſigns 
in 


[53] i 
vi in-oppoſition to the general good of 
| the whole World, but he muſt needs be 

# infinitely deſirous and pleaſed to ſee the - 

1& life and nature of God communicated to* 

-þ all Beings capable of receiving ot: 1t, 

And this love is ſo ſtrong and vigorous 

| that ir firmly unites ir ſelf to allin whom: 
ir finds any true likeneſs and reſemblance : 
# of the Divine Image, andſo far endears 4 
them to it ſelf, as to. conſtrain us to lay \ Joh.Z,76 E 


| downs our loves f or the Brethres, But. 
certainly this Flame could never have 
burnt ſo bright if ir had not been raiſed : 
| and quickned by that ſenſible demonſtra- 
tion of inimitable affeQion 1n the Death 
of the Holy Jeſus. For what greater. 
incouragement could there be to.oblige 

| and unite Mens ſouls to one another, 

than that their love ſhouldfirſt be kind- 

| led from Heaven by that great ani un- 
| Parallel d Exemplar of noble Charity, 
who laid down his life to expiate the 

| crimes of his own and his Fathers Ene- 
2. Of a congruity and complyance 
with the ſtate and condition of Mankind 
| both in reſpe&_ Tl te OE. 


1. Moral. ' oY 
of 3 j 28 
Firſt, 


. Fibſt;in reſpeddob! don Evils:« This | 1 
degiene eneracy. and: fall of Mankind: from 
God-nade them Slaves and:Vaſſals colin ſ 
and Satani;. for the buſie Tempter being | 
not able-to work:upon- them by exte Sf | 
force.and violence, drew their wills: into: 
conſent byicraft.and-ſpecious. ſolicitaric 

ons,.till- at: laſt: he: had: ſo far evlarged'fs 
his Kingden; as.to bring'the whole Race] 
of Mankindunder:hisDominion,Where-.'FE 
fore:the: Goſpel being::defigned+ to free j\ 
Men from:that. unnatural Bondage, and 
to reſtore them to their-true liberty, ie 
does. invalbipoiats confront the ways.andiſ 
methods-by which: their: Captivity: ww 
compaſſed:and effected; It had been av 
ſmall -matteriby a-high.hand; and! by«awifþ. 
_ Infinite Power ar: large tro have-defirogu : 
ed the Devils Kingdom, 'but: here a y 
peared an excellenti Wiſdome, ſoito: lay 
the Ground and Foundation of this glo7Þ 
rious .purpoſe- oft the: ſalvation:.ofi this 
World;thar the: PgJitick:Prince-of Daxk=2iþ 
neſs might be taken in his own craftineſs/ 
and loſe;this hisEmpire/ and Dominion 
by the fame methods by which he ar-firfts 
obtained it, ' The Woman beiog (fir{t'ins 
. the Tranſgreſſion, and:'bringing ſin and i 
"_ upon all herC Ofi-ipring; that Di- 
"wu 


«|| vine wikdamg.the 
{0 darkneſs, and Order ont of Confaſian, 
t bby thatthe feed of the Homan bout 
re 
1 Chg! wha ponds uct: = Woman,” 
YN 4472, \ oays by ;Natut e.and:his Members; 
[who are {9447 +9iewoor;by ſpiritualiend; 
| gcafrment;imp. him \ſhoyldalifpaſſels 
Ml Devil. ofi that Power 5 Soveralgnty..ands 
.'PPrincipalit . Which: he;-halds: OVEr tie; 
oy; 
bl D, eclaration, of. Men's: Recovery, J: 
hriſk. chg.. true..Seed of the, Woman, 
comes ioro-the World,; an&:by: walking, 
exactly contrary. to his s} 
to.the, Wor Jnka they: loſtiby the firitn 
Adary; As cola the,Devil. 'MANas ; 
Bed his. Kingdom of fin: and, Death: wink, 
ll -1maginable; Tyranny and: Inſultation-; 
ver. pobr.. Mortals, 'our; Bleſſed; Jelus.: 
was ſo far frem requiring HumaneBla 
to be ſacrificed ro bimchat.our of ad 
ſenſe of oun: Calamirphegurted, with bjo3i 
Dwp Blogd: for; the. life: ofthe bin 
. more.:effetual :apd;iagreeable courſe: 


hu Ge im ko 


viſibly appear. and; conquen.the. ON 
pg Powers..of. Darkueſs.:in: that. Na+: 


cure 


the: 


Accarding:to:this carlyi 


Enemy, reſtotes? - 


Feould: 'never; have been;rakep-rhanrhis, 
| oy the-Capzain of our Salvation ſhould. 
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tare-whith the firſt eAdaw ruin'd and: 
deſtroyed. Es — T6 

' Secondly, in reſpe& of Natural Evils: | 
Though ir be no difgrace nor ſhame tg 
be made a Man, yet he that deeply re- 
fle&s upon Humane life, ſhall find it at 
the beſt very calamitous and ſtanding in | 
need of mnch Pity and Comprnnen. We 
are born into the World helpleſs and 
weak, and as if we did prefape our own || 
future miſeries, the firſt ations of our 
life are ſpent in crying and tears : Out 
very Bodies are a fad load and burden 
upon our Spirits, inclining them to many | 

_ fooliſh luſts and paſſions, ſubjetro ma- 
ay Pains, Diſeaſes and Death, infomuch | 
that many good and holy Men have in 
paſſionate ſtreins bewailed their ſtay and Þ- 
continuance here on Earth, Foe z5 me | 
that 1 ſojourn in Meſeckh , aud have ” 
habitation in the Tents of Keaar ! and, } 
O wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall de- 
liver me from this body of Death { Now 
none can ſo affectionately pity, nor ſo 
intimarely reſent the diſtreſs of another, 
as he that hath ſmarted and ſuffered un- | 
der the ſame calamity : Therefore fays | 
the Apolile, 7e have not an High-Prief 
 Heb.4.a5, that cannet be touched with the feeling of | 
E "; "mu 
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# a ſenſible comfort 


- upon him the ſame- Natural conditio 
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and Compaſſion towards us. For he took, 
"gt on. him the nature of eAngels, being 
unwilling to be ſo far 
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| onr infirmities, by reaſon. of the great 
# diſtance , diſproportion and. ſublimiry 


of his Nature, bnt was jn all points tem- 

ted like 25s We are, Jet without ſin, that 
is, manifeſted and declared himſelf. to be 
a true Man, by being ſubje& to all the 
harmleſs atte&ions and Dfirmities of hu- 
mane fleſh and blood , foraſmuch there- 
fore as he became our Brother, by taking 


w- 
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he muſt needs be throughly apprehenſive 


and ſenſible of our ſtate,and ſo the more 


»S 


F4 


I 5 a Wat 7 25045 "Te 5-4 
apt to ſympathize with and commiſerate 


poor Mortals, and by that powerful ſo- 
veraignty to which he is exalted, a for 


. uis.and ſend down relief from Heaveti 
| to us, For though the Infinite Ellence 
_ of God pervade the whole World and 


all. the” Creatures live within it, and. 
therefore muſt needs feel and. know the 


ings of all Beings, yet it affords not ſuck 

to. Humane minds, as, 
to behold the Son of God taking upon. 
him our Nature, and. by that Union and 
Proximity aſſuring us of his Tenderneſs 
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removed from us, 
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SPE biit to an im the Seed of eAbrah 

| i [= oh refore in all things it behovea Facg ts 

; ED ade like mito his brethren, that he 
: Ly .be a mercif ful FUL faithful Hioeh- 
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Fe Th Ok mm Ae 
© excellency of Nivine Wiſdome in the 
FN Sferion of the Goſpel,confiſts in the 
_ Hnels and ſutableneſs bf it to rhe end 
for which it was deſigned. For things 
as ſo-much the tnore excelent, by how | 
uch the congrtieyer avd frneſs Is great- | 
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a $45 Argumetts that are requifire to: 
app {elF worthy of Belief ro all” : 
Rational Perſons. _ To this rwe rhitngs' 
are negeſſary. ; x, The 


, T 591 


z. The atteſtation of God himſelf; 
2. Rational evidence and —_— 
For whatever is atteſted of God, and 
hath his Seal affixed to it, is by the gene- 
ral conſent of all Men to be looked upo 
ind entertained 2s infallibly true ; Ve- _ 
raciry being an Eſſential. Anribute and 
perfeRion of the Divine Nature. St. Paul 


diſcourſing of the myſtery of Godlinels 


| tells us that Chriſt and Chriſtianity _ 
juſtified by the ſpirit, 1. e. owned, appr 
| ved and recommended to the World by 
the ſpirit of God. And this God's te: 
commendation of our bleſſed Saviour to 
the World, as a Perſon commifioned 
and inveſted . with full Artbority. to 
declare his will unto Man Was 
done ar ſeveral Times and. in tivers 


manners, | 
\. 7. Ar the Baptiſm of. our anions 
| at. 3.16,17. whenthe Heavens were 
| opened, and the ſpirit of Goddeſcended 
upon. him , and' a: Voice from Hepven | 
prochiming him the beloved Son of Gop 
is whom he was well pleaſed. And this | 
manner of Divine Revelation by a Voice 
from Heaven, /as it was the molt ancient. 
ſo the moſt honourable way: of God': 
communicating "s will to Man; 

| 2 


x.. - = 
%, *. 

» + 29 
. - . . _ , A 

« +: 

3 : Ds 

3 
; | $ = . 


Y1t1. Dent, 


3 Dr. Light- 
| Foot. 


4+ 33+ 36. 


 Zoh.6. 27. Him hath Ged the Father (cat: 
ed, i, e, viſibly approved and owned 


. ; s Ll 


Exod. 20. 22, Te have ſeen that T have | 
falked with you from Heaven, For what | 
the 7ews relate of the Bath-kol, are for 
the moſt part fabulous, 'or elfe Magical | 
and Satanical Delufhons. Certain it is | 
(as a very learned Author obſerves ) 
there is not the leaſt mention in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures of a Voice ſpeaking from | 
Heaven, between the giving of the Law | 
and the Baptiſm of our Saviour. And 
it were very {trange if God withdraw. 
ins thoſe ordinary ways. of revealing | 
his Will under the ſecond Temple,ſhould 
yet continue the moſt noble of all, by 
ſpeaking to Men from Heaven, And 


that we' may not think there was any 


plot or combination between okn the | 


| Baptiſt and our Saviour Chriſt, it is ſaid, 


7ob.1,33, that Zohn knew him not, but had 
chis ſign given him, that. 8 whom he 
ſhould fee the FÞirit deſcending and re- 
maining -0s him, that ſame was the true 
Mefſlias and Saviour of the World. And 
ro this Voice our Lord himfelf appeals, 


Chr iſt from Heaven, to the en q that hp ; 


having this wonderful atteſtation of God 


bimfelf might. be believed on in the | 
ic © - Walk, 
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world,” and his Doctrine as nnqueſtion- 
ably received as the Letters of a Kiyg, 
when his Seal is affixed to them. 

\ 2, Another confirmation of. Chriit 
and his DoQrine was at his Tratisfigura- 
tion, fat. 17, 5. A Voice comes ont 
of the cloud, which'ſaid, T his s my belo- 
ved Sor in whom I am well pleaſed, hear 
Je him, And this St. Peter brings as 2 
Demonſtration of the Truth of: che Go- 
ſpel, For we have not followed cannngly 
deviſed Fables, when we magde known un- 
to Jou the power and coming of our Lora 
 Zeſus Chrift, q,d. We have not impo- 
ſed upon the Minds and Spirits.of.Men, 
as the manner of cheaters and deceivers 
1s, but have delivered to you ſuch things 
as we have ſeen and heard, being 2ye- 
witneſſes of his Majeſty z For he receiv- 


when there came ſuch aVoice to him” from 
the excellent Glory, .T his 1s my. beloved 


Son in whom I am well pleaſed :: «And 
this Voice. which came from Heaven. we 


heard, when we were with him in the Hely 
Aount. - a 


. 3- God approved our Lord Jeſus by 
inabling him to work Miracles, which is 


Uuch a clear Teſtimony of rhe Divine 
= =. Miſhion 
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ed from God the Father honour and glory, 


2 Pet. r, 


IG, Ag 


[62] 
Miſfion of our Saviour, that both Jews | 
and Gentiles ought ro be convinced by it, | 
| To the Jews it ought to be Convidtive | 
from their own Law, Denr,18.22. Whey 
4 Prophet ifeaks in the Name of th þ 
Lord, if-the thing follow not nor come to | 
paſs, that is the thing which the Lord hath || 
wot SPohen—— Which Rule was given | 
them rodiſcern trne Prophers from falſe; || 
for if: the Prophet brought ro them i || 
New Dottrine, and confirmed it by ſu: 
pernatural and miraculous Operarions, | 
thongh he commanded-rhem ſomeching | 
contrary ts the Law, yet if he perfwa- 
ded nothing but the worthip of the One | 
true God of 1/-ae!, they ought to obey |þ 
him, foraſmuch as there could be no | 
greater Evidence of the Divine Teſti- 
mony and Approbarion, than by inabling 
ſuch a Man tov work: Miracles, And 
thongh this General Rule might be ap- 
'plyeTto all the Fewi/Þ Prophets, yet did 
jt more particularly reſpe& the' coming 
of the Meſſias, there being none more 
confpicuoas and illuſtrious for all thoſe 


figns þy which God would have the pro» 
pher that Peaks in his Name to be 
known than Jeſus Chriſt, Nor is it of 
tels moment and argumient £6 the Gen- 
es oo ns 1 e0 Tice, | 


tiles, for Miracles bein 
onable evidences of the 

a Diving' Power, it follows that who- 
ever ſhall lead. a find NCere, ard unblameibl, 
FE. and teach nothing but the wor *h 
of the erue God and the conlcientiou 
practice of Virtue, and for the confir- 
mation of this 56 Y Doctrin work 
Miracles, we ought to: believe him ſeri 
from God, This Was Fe es 
ced Nicodemus, We know that thou art 
Teacher come from: Gad, far n0, Man can 
do- theſe Miracles that thou ace3t excepl 
Goa be with him. 


7 *« 


He faw. that Jeſus 
Chriſt-profeſſed. and commanded only 
the worſhip of the trug God, IN: 
he exhorted only tq, the practice of 
Righteouſneſs and Ho neſs, and hey 
fore ; that. thoſe grear Miracles \ 


po 1 acles Wl c 
wrought: exceeding. "a 
ſpirits, were a ſenſible, Yemgntr ca 


power of. 
that he was ſent from fe oem 
It- uey 
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coſy to Fer 
thority of 4 Dotth 
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fon 6 Circumſtances 


are 


ſuch. une queſti- 
nterpobit on of 


Joh.z. 2. 
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are proper means to beget aſſent ;' for 
that they are not always convictive, ap. | 

_ pears fromthe Incredulity of the /ews, | 
whom neither the frequent and ſtupen. 
dious Miracles :of our Saviour, -nor of | 
his Apoſtles could perſwade, but not- 
withſtanding rhis-powerful way-of- con. 
vidion, they put the Maſter to death as 
a MalefaQtor, and murder his Servants; 
IT ſay therefore thar to ſome Perſons and 

in ſome circumſtances, Miracles are pra- 
per means to beger Faith, 1. They are 

neceſſary means to them who have been | 
conſtantly uſed and trajned up by Mi- 

_racles, ' Such were the Fewes, who-re- i 

_ ceived their Law in a miraculous man- 
ner, the Divinity 'of which was fre- 
quently afterwards atteſted by Miracles, 

_ and upon any great and notable defecti- 
on of the People to Idolatry, God was 
pleaſed to reduce them by ſending and 

 inablins_ a Prophet ro work” Miracles, 

Now it is very unreaſonable to think 

 thit the Goſpel which ſhould introduce 
and make ſo mighty a change in the Ju- 
 daica] Oeconomy ſhould pain belief of } 
them, unaſſiſted of miraculous evidence 
and teſtimony, who were already in poſ- 
 {ffignof aLay which God bjmſelFhad 
YET | ſq 
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rf ſo. often owned and Tet his Seal: to by 
+8 Miracles and ſupernatural Operations. ' 
\# Hence it came to paſs-rhat the Jews de- 
+ | manded of Chriſt a ſign, 7oh:2,18. for- 
| aſmuch as he called God his Father, and 
| carried himſelf in the way of a Prophet, 
| they require him to evidence this his Au- 
thority by. ſome miraculous Actions, 
| which our bleſſed Saviour both promi- "ffg 
| ſes and fulfils by raiſing himſelf frorh 
| the Dead. 2: Miracles do more pow- - 
 erfully ſtrike the ſenſes, and ſo are mpre | 
apt to beget belief in them, whoare not 
capable of a rational apprehenſion and 
| dijudication of Truth, Hitherto we may 
S refer Chriſt's upbraiding {horazin and 
| Bethſaida, If the mighty works which 11, vc 4 


| were done in them, had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have:repented long 


| apo in ſackclath and aſhes, that is, they 
would very probably have done fo : for 
| they lying under a great and inveterate 
Ignorance;:and being ſo perfealy enſla- 3 
ved to ſenſe; 'were.more likely to have 4 
been rouzed- out -of their- blockiſhneſs 
and ſtupidity by miracles which ſo for- 
cibly ſtrike the 1magination, . than by the 
molt Rational Diſcourſe to which they 
had ſo little: viral congruity and agree- 
Ee ons — © 
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ableneſs, _Andir is very oblervable,thg | 
the Apoſtles never wrought a Mirack, | 


\ 


bu upon an urgent OCcalio and. great ff 
 neceſlity, where they found thetr Audi, i 


tors capable and apprehenſtye.: When [| 
che:great Apoſtle of the Gentiles,S.Pawh, 


for 4 
excellenr Metaphyſical Diſedurſe ,- and 


ableneſs of Idolatry, by ſuch Principles 
as were common to, and Univerfally res 
HL ceived by the Intellectual nature of Man, 
' And indeed a Rational conviction ſeems 
 , _ more clear and evident than-a miracu- 
lous One, by how muclt the Innate Idea's 
ind DiQates of the Underſtanding. are 
more ſure and'conſtant,than the:perplex- 
ed morions-of a Verſatile Imagination, 
And we find that the Fews evaded the 
force of our Sayiour's Miracles, by ſay- 
| y the po 
I Devil, and though | Lair come iq 
£ from the Dead, yet they-did not 
; believe, but fought ro murder him, and 


Fr 


ing they were done 


fices ro elude the Aﬀery which a Miracle 
commands from us. But now: Humane 
Reaſon being: in all Men one and the 


ſame, 


T 
| 
; 


cathe to «Athens, 2 place long tamon; |- 


Proves the Unnaturalnef6 and Unreaſonz | 


z.perverſe ſpirit will find various Arti- þ 


| 


4 


| ancecedemt ſutableneſs and Harmony 
+ chere is between it'and all Truth. 
withour doubt our bleſſed Saviour him 
ſelf ſeems to iritimate, that the'Aſſens 
- which is extorted: upon the worki 
Miracles, is much leſs generous and Þ 
| ble, thats rhat which is 
| Unde rſtarding, by the Native evidence 
| and beauty of Truth : Except 'ye ſee 
FT 915 ' and wonders, Je wil uot believe : 
whereas the Faciliry of the Samaritanes 
| 15 commended, who: believed 0n 7eſws 


| © very Nature and frame, the Sanftity and 


[ inexcefable, as the -unparallel'd * 


for their ſin. Again, :1f 1 had not dome 
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flame, it 18 more : likely 


co prevail when 
advantageouſly propounded, from rhar 


And. 


2 
:; 
LY 
'y 
. 
. 


2ined from the 


upon his own Diſcourſe, | 
no Miracle among them, 
all. this, Chriit fays expreſly,t 


hongh he did - 
. And beſides 
thar the 


of the 


Majeſty 
was alike ſufficient to render the: Powe 

kirk 
he performed in their prefence. -7f 7 
bad net come and fPoken to them, they had 
net had fin, but now” they have no cloak 


odrine he propounded, 


among Ft them the ies which mone thaw 
wan aid, they bad net had ſow.” , 
Wherefore ro 25 who Kine c 


ſes 


| And the ET the Diſcourſes of MM our 


TO 


Jol. F 4 18, 


pa ad, | 


mm ” 
Bleſſed Saviour, and the Writings of his 
Apoſtles tranſmitted, if we ſhall yerbefff ; 
incredulons, it 15 as likely and probable 
we ſhall {till continue ſo, though one 
come to Us from the Dead. For, _ 
. I. We have already all things, per. if 
_ taining to life and godlineſs, perſpicy iſ 
oully delivered in the Holy Scriprures, Þþ 
and this Do&rine at the firſt delivery of þ 
it, was ſufficiently confirmed and atteſted 
by Miracles and Supernatural "Actions, 
the Hiſtory of which is made as credit 
ble to us,: as any Records of things can | 
be, which we our ſelves were not SpeRta- þ 
cors of, Now, if we can believe any Hi. 
ſtories of former Ages, any Records of 
Times paſt, we have the ſame Reaſon'to i 
believe the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and Þ. 
he that ſincerely credits that, will be,as 
much confirmed in the Religion he pro- 
feſles, by thoſe Miracles he finds long a- 
g0 wrought, to evidence its Divine Au- 
thority, as if they were done now at this 
| $320.29; PIcſent before his eyes, Bleſſed are they 
E * FM "9" who have not ſeen, and yet have be- | 
= lieved. £ LL 4s | 
: 2, To defire-new Miracles for the be- 
Setting of Faith, is to queſtion the Wiſ- | 
gome of God in the Contrivance of the Þ 
: ; a7 " Goſpel, 


Fl 


Gofpe], For either the Scriptures are 
ſufficiently confirmed and atteſted , by 
' the Miracles wrought by-Chriit and his 
| Apoſtles, to beget Faith and Credence in 
|| any unprejudiced and difintereſſed Per- 
-| ſon, or they are not. If they are, it 1s 

in vain to require the Reproduction of 
| Miracles in its behalf. If they are: nor, 
| we then call in queſtion the wiſdome of 
| God, as if he ether knew not the Na- 


| tures and Conſtitutions of Men, or did 


-# not foreſee what was ſufficient to 


q work 

| belief in them. wk To 
3. The perpetuating Miracles for eve- 
ry Man's Conviction, would deſtroy and 
make uſeleſs their Rational Faculties. 
For the Chriſtian Religion is a manife- 


the World had any cognizance of, and all 
| its Parts and Doctrines are every way 
| fitted to Rational Capacities : Bur: now 
| Miracles being only Qonvictive to ſenſe, 
if for the confirmation of every Article 
of Religion, there. mult be the eoncur-, 
rent Teſtimony of a Miracle, all Appeal 
to our Reaſon and IntelleQual Faculties 
were uſeleſs and ſuperyacaneous, - 
4. The ReſurreQion of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the Dead, was a notable — 
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- ſation of the higheſt Reaſon that ever . '' 


ESE 
| | 


— 


and teſtimony of his Divine Miſſion, 11 

is the higheſt inſtance of Divine Proyj, 

| dence watching over and carcfully ſuper, if 
intending the Perſon of our Holy Log 

_ and Maſter, which though 1t peraitred 
Him to fall into the Hands of wicked ; 
and cruel Men, who bereaved him of ij 
Innocem Life, yet. forſook him not je: 
Death and the Grave, ;but juſtified and 
approvedithe Delign and Cauſe he niany/ if ; 
oed in the World by diſmantling thek i 
Infernal Priſons, and-bringing Him -up 
to life again. And this the ApoltJe rakes 
as an. eminent. Declaration. of the Dzvi- 
nity of ff, whatbough according yo 
that morcaliand frail ftate: he took upon 
Seed of David,yet in-regard of that Spi- if 
ritua] and Celeſttal condition, which hs 
pbtaiged by the Reſurreftion from the 8 
Dead, was manifeltly 'declared. the' glo- i 

riogs and powerfhil Son af God. - Roe 
we cannot think that. Gud would do: ſo i 
much for an Impoſtor., or that rhe: Di 
vine Power would ſo highly concern it i 
lf in raiſing him from the Dead, and if 

—thereby owning him in G-ſingular and i 
emment a manner, if he had not ſpaken i 
in kis Name, and done all things by his 
awmhority and Commiſſion, $5.A- 
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| 5. Another Toftance of the Divine Ap- , 
| probation of the Doftrine of our Savi- « 
| our, appears in ſending down the: Holy * 
1 Ghoſt after his Aſcenſion into Heaven. 
(Þ This Miſſion of the Holy Spirit, Cheif 
df promiſed his Diſciples before he left che 
iÞ World, and* fignally performs it upon 
ef the Day 'of Pome. And this very 
Þ ching/ is brought by the Author to the 
h -r— fnſhs: an indubirable Conbirmurion 
v5 of the Goſpel':' we eſcape, of 
"Bf + negleft ſo great {alva om, 
the firit began to be oken bythe T 
Bind was eonfirmen. unto us by chew "i 
heard hin : oo alſo Age them wit« 
8 neſs ( appro ving an | Im - the Dov 
© Erine of his Son Teſs)! both with {i fight 
| | wonders; and with divers miracles ant 
gifts vi che Holy ' Ghoſt, accoraing to bis 
own will, God is brought in _ FE 
© Witneſs ro the Truth of the Goſpel 
S his Teftimony'ts rhe Miſſion of the Fioky 
| Ghoſt, by whom the Apoltes were ok ef 
abled and farniſhed with divers gifts amd 
| miraculous Powers for the conviction - 
the World, that 7eſm was the beloved 
[Son of God and Saviour of Mankind. 
And this Redargution of the World wes' | 
_— a part of the Advocareſhi 
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910. Canſe they believe not on me, that is, he 
| ſhall take -upon him the defence of myfi 


_ nedas a MalefaRtor, and 'that I was own 
_ edand approved of God in that hewii 
 fibly took me up into Heaven, Whichfſ 


was a-Teſtimony clear as the Sun tha 
| Zeſms was the true Meſſias, the bglo-i 


that the 


Saviour upbraided his two Diſciples, 
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Holy Spirit by our Lord, when he i, 
come he will reprove the World of ſin, be. 


cauſe, and convinee the World of theirf 
great ſin in {laying me a true Prophet, fl 
who came to declare the will of Godf 
unto them. Of righteouſneſs, becanſe 1 
go to-m) Father, and ye ſee me 30 more, 
that is, he ſhould make it appear that] 
was juſt and innocent, though condem. 


f 
f 
] 
| 
( 


plentiful effuſion of the Holy Spirit inſt 
ſuch a wonderful manner, . whenas heſÞ. 
had been withdrawn from the 7ews ai 
to thoſe extraordinary and Prophetical 
Sifts for the ſpace of. four hundred years, | 


ved Son of GOD, and therefore 
y ought to have believed on 


6, Laſtly,Chriſt was approved by the 
Spirit of Prophecy. - Their want of un- 
derſtanding and incredulity of-the Pro- 
phetick Oracles, was that for which our þ 
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ul 0 Fools and ſlow of heart to believe all 5 f 
| the nfo go $Poken.: Whereby : 
we arc informed that the Prophets had 
Yi long ago given, not only a charxaRer and 
rf deſcription of the Perſon, bur of the 
8 Dotrine, Death, Burial and ReſurreQi- 
8 on of the Meſſiah, and theſe. Prophe- 
8 cies being fo direQly applicable.ro. ſus 
# and to none elſe, it was an, unqueſtion- 
'F able proof that-he was the true Adefiab, 
| and that the World ought to believe. Pp. 
# him. This Argument St. Peter. makes 
| uſe of againſt the Zewes; Tohims give all f Adaoggt | 
8 the Prophets witneſi-—— q .a:It yo 
FF lieve not us the Apoſtles i Teſs = yer 
F# believe your own Prophets, -who unani- 
| mouſly point out and refer to this Zeſs, 
whom we preach ro-you,-, And rhus Sr. 
| - Paxl pleads for the: of el, AF. 26. 22. 
_ that he' taught »0 other . © than thoſe 
| which the Prophets and Moſes did- Yay 

| ſoonld come. By all theſe ſeveral ways, 
it is very apparent that God hath born \ 
witneſs ro Chriſtianity , and approved 

and owned the Perſon and Doctrine of 7 

our Lord Jeſus.Chriſt, which is the firſt 
thing required to. the credibility of the 
Golpel, I the AN of God. 
himſclf, 

2. The 
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$54; "The Second is Rational Eridckes 
- -- and Conviction. - 

The moſt Noble Faculties of the- Soul 
of Man a rhe Underſtanding and The 
Will, ant that Retigion bear a Rational Þ 
Evidence # and Conviction, it mult be fic: 
re Wth Arouments din muſt convinte | 
the: Rating wa d--perſwade the: 
WAF t02The Rechbtion” and entertain- 
ment-of* it. ** Now” the proper Object: 
of” rhe- Utdetftanding + 16 Truth, from 
Fhence it follows thar Chriſtianity miſt 
be* grit Thar" jt maybe believed. - For | 

"Tiff: Retipron,”T ſhall refet 16 

dle-Eearncd AurR6rs, who have pur: 
poſely. handled Hats : Argument ; and 

oupht*3s tear Evidebce-as the thing it 
ſelf is capable of: [And the that cannot 
zeltevew] Rout > Mathematical certainty,- 
deelzres Aitnlelf ro*Ve very abſurd and 
difinpenuous, 'and, mi ay 52h the fatte F 

rouftds as well expe&the'ſame Demons iÞ 

rative Evidence for the sMairs of Hu- 
mane life, or to proye the Trath of _ 
Chronicles of the $924 of E "gland, 0 
France, that is, he is fo ſtrangely ar | 
ſonable, a5 to deſire ſuch proof, as rhe” i 
mture.of thethings will not bear though 


1x the can ime he have the higheſt gvi- 
3 dence, 
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a6\jp or Nr ane, : OY wot 
| not the ſame way: of. Probatiqn. in all. 
\ As for Example, This is a ſelf-evident 
Truth in Morals, and needs no ather 
light, but that of 1 its.0wn tO gain Aſſent ; 
«That in thoſe things which we-have nof 
| «ſeen nor experienced. our ſelyes, we gee Dr. 
| < ought to believe them that ſay they More's El 
| *have. ſeen and experienced, provided chiridion 
| * they live up 10. their profeſſibn, _ — 
 *are not moved to it by ſecular: reſpect. 
Whiclvif it be not afſented to, we myſt 
be Scepricks even in ordinary affairs and 
tranſations of Humane life, we muſt 
- not believe there. is: ſuch a Place as Con- 
ſtantinople, nor credit any thing but 0 
own Eyes and Ears, and ay in a larger 
ſenſe than ever the P[almiif did, that aff 
men are:l)ars. ., See more of this-i in -Bi- 
ſhop #/ikins Principhes of Natural Reli- 
Sion, 
Now for the will, that Religion may 
have a fyll and compleat enterralnmenc 
F 2 in 


"2% 
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[76] 


1n the Soul of Man, there muſt be ſome: | 
thins likewiſe to work upon that. Where: 
fore to make a thing. eligible, it muſt 
have the appearance of Good, rhat 15, it 
mult have a ſutableneſs, congruity and | 
harmony with the IntelleQual Nature of 
Man, and a tendency to promote the per. 
feQion thereof; Andfuch is the Chriſti. Þ 
an Religion in its whole Frame and Con- 
texture. For let us conſider, who it i5þ 
that owns, and has intereſſed himſelf, as Þ 
the Bleſſed Author. of the Evangelical 
Oeconomy, even the Eternal Logos and 
Wiſdome of God, that Almighty Mind 
which has cloſely contracted, and deeply 
ſeal'd upon all Intelleftual Agents, that þ 
large and diffuſive wiſdome, thar is ſeen Þ 
in all the Parts of Heaven and Earth, 
And to think rhat Chriſtianity ſhould be 
in any of its Parts unreaſonable, 1s to 
imagine this to be the only Unreafonable 
thing, that ever the Divine Wiſdome 
was the Author of, and this alone of all 
his numerous Off-ſpring to be unlike the 
Father. The Goſpel does in the moſt 
intimate manner derive it ſelf from 
Chriſt the Eternal Son of God, and 5 
eſpecially owned and ſuperintended by 
hin, as being the repairing that _ | 
whia 


which he aloftie made, and which he: a- 
lone can retifie: and to 1magine that an 
Infinite Reaſon ſhould propound any 
thing to us that were unreaſonable, is as 
| fond as to ſay that cold can flow from 
| fire, or darkneſs poſitively ray from the 
boſome of light, Jeſus Chriſt did not 
bring a Religion into the World, to per- 
plex our minds and dazle our under- 
ſtandings, but for the real good and 
behoof of tie lapſed Creation, to form 
our minds according to his own Image, 
and to regenerate our ſpirits into a; {i- 
ving nature of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
which Deſign were utterly loſt, if there 
were not in Chriſtianity a perfet ſym- 
phony, congruity and agreeableneſs with 
our Intelletual Natures. Beſides, ler 
any Man bur confider, how the Will 'is 
allure@ and ſolicited to Action, and he 
ſhall find, that it is then the moſt vigo- 
roully tempted forth, when ſomething 
15 propounded, which has a Natural ſu- 
rableneſs and harmony with thoſe Can- 
ſtitutive Principles, of which we. are 
made : but on the contrary, it. is natu- 
rally averſe to, and not at all concerned 
with that, to which it hath no vital ſym- 
pathy or concord, Which is an evident 
- 7 © ſign 
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ſign that Chriſtianity i is not only agree. | 
able ro, but perfective of our Rational 
Powers. What can be more agreeable 
to the true Nature of Man than Righre 
ouſneſs > What more ſurable to his high | 
er and Diviner Faculties than Truth anyif 
Goodneſs > Theſe beautiful and glori. 
ous Forms ſhone bright in our Souls 
before, Vice and Sin had covered and o-i 
verſpread them, ayd forced our Mind 
Into a Preternatural ftate, Now Chri- 
RKianity is deſign'd for the Recovety '6f 
Us to An Priſtme Yealth'and Retitude, 
and tends to the enfarpemerit'of our bet. 


ter Powers, and the Recovery'of them 


from that narrow and contracted Tate, 


{in and evil had brought them to, Vice 
_ and Wickedneſs are none of God' s Cre- 


ation, but are Obliquities and Aberrati- [1 
ons from thoſe Rules and Laws he im- 
planted in us, and therefore as it is im- 
poſſible the Soul ſhould have any proper 
agreement with ſin, becauſe 'ris none of 
its Nature, fo ſhe muſt needs, 0n the 0- 


ther hand ſenſibly embrace and acquieſce 


inthe Principles and Precepts of Holi- 
neſs , from that Vital Cognation they 
bear to her own Moral Being. There 


15 no capacious and generous Mind, ail 
—_ wil 
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will 6nd it ſelf wonderfully affeRed. and 
inamour'd with the Jovelineſs of Chri- 
ſtianity, there being nothing found, bur 

Principles of the higheſt worth and no- 

bility, and whateyer elſe may ſpeak/true 

| excellency and perfeRjon, The.Coſpe] 
is nothing, but God maniteſted jg the 
Fleſh, an eternal Mind clothed with the 
condeſcenſions of Humane Nature,ſhew- 

| ing us the Beauty and .Pulchratuge. of 
chat life, from which we-had {p foully 
apoſtariz'd and degenerated, and-eonfir- 

. ming and re-eitabluſhing. that Happy 
league , which was once Detween-.our | 
Souls and Righteouſneſs. By the tenor - 
of which ſacred' Inſtitute, we are: obli- - - 
ged to great meaſures .and degrees" of 
Holineſs, to Sobrjety and Temperance, 
Chaſtity and Purity, to be ſtrict obſer- 
vers of the Rules of Juſtice and Equity, 
full of 's00d nature and the deſirable 
fruits of tenderneſs and compaſtion., in 

_ a word, we are injoyned no other things - 
in Religion, than what the beſt and bra- 
veſt ſpirits the World ever knew, have 
always accounted the flower and ſummi- 
ty of Rational Natures. And do NAT all 
conſidering Men, find the greateſt :cale 
and fatisfattion of Mind, in the exerciſe 

Ns of 
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of theſe things ? And whence comes this | 


Heavenly calm and ſerenity pf Soul, but 


only from that.gratefulneſs and ſymme. f 
try, that is between ſuch things and our | 
Intelle&tual Man ? fo that the more earn. || 
eſtly we attend to them, the more fully 
are we transformed into their lovely 1} j 


mage and likeneſs, True Chriſtianity is 


Ty it infinitely exalts them, by ſetting 
them ara true proportion to their pro- 


Nate, as all wife Men bave ever acknow- 
Jedged the higheſt Happineſs and Per- 


8 


feRtion of the Soul of Man. 


tableneſs of the Goſpel, to the end for 


which ir was deſigned, in that it is fur- 


niſhed with all thoſe Arguments of Cre- 
Cibility, that may beget Afſent in Rati- 
_ onal perſons; but its aptnefs and accomo- 
dateneſs to that great purpoſe of Men's 


ſalvation, may further be demonſtrated 


in that, | 

2. Secondly, Ir is ſo attemper'd to 
Humane Nature, that Men ſhall certain- 
ly believe, and yet no violence done to 
their Wills, For Men being Moral A- 
gents, mult, be dealt withall according 


ſo far from debaſins, that on the contra. 


per ObjeRs, ard raiſing them to ſuch a 


4 
A 


Thave.now ſhown the fitneſs and ſa- Þ 
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«| co their Natural Powers and Faculties, 
t 8 and this makes the Merhod of ſaving Hu- 
- | mane Souls by the Goſpel, to be indeed 
rtf a Work of Wiſdom and Counſe),where- 
-| as if God ſhould by his Omniporency 
| 

| 


force them to a Belief and Obedience of 
jt, it would not have been ſo much an 
| effe&t of Wiſdome, as of abſolute and 
uncontrollable power. Now herein ap- 
| pears the Glory of Divine Wiſdome, in 
the choice of ſuch means and ways, as 
Þ ſhall effeRually bring to paſs its end and 
purpoſe, and yer no violence and force 
offered ro that Nature in whoſe behalf - . 
Þ ita&ts. As therefore to aſſert, that there 
| is no neceflity of the aſliſtance of the 
grace and ſpirit of God,in our progreſs 
1n Virtue and Holineſs, but that Men 
| may be good by the ſtrength of the Po- 
| wers of Nature, is dire&tly repugnant 
to the frame of Chriſtianity, delineated 
in the Holy Scriptures, and the ſenſe 
of the Univerſal Apoſtolick Church of 
Chriſt , ſo to think that the Operation 
| of God's Spirit upon the Hearts of Men, 
1s by an External Imperus and Force, 1s 
| No leſs precarious and abſurd, than the 
Other is wicked and abominable, I ſhall 
therefore wave the firſt of theſe, as nor 

T_T being 


T8]. 
being: at all concerned with it, but gl 
rely ſuppoling the contrary , and onl | 
diſcourſe ſo far of the concourſe andy 


(C 

n 
nergy of the Spirit of - God upon {| F 
minds, will and afteCtions of Men, asz p 
\ 

1 

F 

q 
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evidently declared 'in the Holy Scrip 
ares. And here I humbly conceive;thulf 
the Sacred Writings do no where ej 

Clare the concurrence, or operation ll 
the Spirit of God upon Men s Souls; wi 
be by an Omnipotent Power at large 
ſach as was ſhown in the Creation of th 
| World, or Reſurrefion of the Dead i 
and which ſuppoſes us ſo altogether pa F 
five, as not to be in the leaſt meaſure ca 
pable of promoting, or hirdring ou 
own good ; for this were to deſtrqſ 
that noble faculty of Humane Souls rheir 
Will, and render all their A&ions fatal þ 
and neceſſary : Whereas. the Chriſtian 
Religion was intended to heal and ce-iþ 
ment, to joyn and confirm the diflocs- i 
red and diſordered powers of our Soubs, 
not to' take them away, to perfect anl 
compleat, not. to extirpate and eradicate 
their very Nature and Being. No Man 
acknowledges the aCtions of Brutes /or 
Engines, or the reſults of our Animal 


And irrational Powers capable of Moral 
Good- 


8]. 


Goodneſs; becauſe they act fatally and 
neceſſarily; and ſuch would 'the aCtioris 
'F of Mankind be, if. they were 'produced 
'S by an irreſiſtible Power. A power = 
oF aifiſtance then it is certain 'God has 
'Þ ven us, and thar bf his Holy Spirit un 
|| the Golpel, bur the manner of his Ope- 
' ration is not abſolute and uot. 
'# onate, bur hypothetical, like the great 
'" conciliaring and formative Princip e of - 
"$ God in Nature, requiring certain ternis 
| and previous. Diſpoſitions and Qualifi- 
# cations, without which it” is as vain to 
| hope for the complear efformation of 
| Chriſt within vs, as to expe& the Rudi- 
| ments of the Body of an Adrokl, tobe 
' formed our of a piece of Braſs'or Mar- 
ble. . For rhough we do not diſtruſt the 
Power of God, but believe he-is able 
| Io raiſe hichſelf 'up Children ottt of the 
| very, tones of the Fields, andtd' I 
| and alter the; Natures of things as. 
| pleaſes, yer ſince we find bir” framing 
and guidins them.hor accorting r ro Will 
and Power alone, but according to. the 
[#: onnſel of his . 1 Il" Wwe A AYE 'al- 
certain'd, that in the cord (E&ing" Turmitte 
Souls to Heayen, God wotksſurably to 
their Natures! afid Capacities, and in 
an 


i 


Eph. 1.11, 
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an orderly Way and congruous Methd 
as ſuppoſes the Preſence of an Infininþ.7 


Wiſdome and Counſel in the Managelſ* 
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ment of it, And this not only appear by 
from the conſideration of the frame 3 
Humane Nature, which in its choice! 
part is wholly Incellectual, and therefon} 
not to be forced by an outward violence x 
but moved and drawn (as the Scripture 

Hol. 11,4, Ipeak) with bands of love, and cords of i 
an, that is, by Rational means and. per. 
ſwaſive Arguments, whoſe force and 
ſtrength mult lye 1n their Congeneroul. 
reſs and ſutableneſs with the Ancienſi 
Idez's and Inſcriptions of Truth upaſf 
our Souls, but is likewiſe manifeſt, 
© 1, From the reſiſtibility of the Ope- 
rations of the Spirit of God. And forſf 
a demon{trative and convictive Evidence 
of this,we need look no further than the 
preaching of the Son of God, while he 
converſed with the World and dwelt a-F 
mongſt us, who though he were the Ei 
fential wiſdome of his Father, and. his 
Diſcourſes full of Life and Power, who i 
 bimſelf was tranſcendently anointed with 
the Spirit of God, and able and willing 
to beſtow the ſame, according as the 
needs and neceſſities of Men required, Þ 
yet 


W 
'$ 
d 


Bi 
x 


f | 


ret 7eſ74s, the Author and finiſher of the 
"087 1vation of Men, was not always ſucceſ- 
oF, bur oft-times that precious and Im- 
$nortal ſeed, which he ſow'd, fell upon 2 
"FRock, and there were ſome that rejefed 
"The Connſel of Goa againff themſelves, 
"8 and Many believed not os him, and others Joh. 12.37. 
| went back ,, and walked no more with him, Joh.6.66. 
"F Shall we ſay now that the Spirit of God | 
'F did nor accompany. thoſe excellent Ser- 

F mons of Jeſus Chriſt? If ir did, his E- 
.  rergy and Operation was not Abſolute 
"$ and Uncondirionate,ſince it was repulſed, 


'S 2nd took no effet on many, Or is it 


'Þ not rather plain, that the cauſe lay in the 
| tubbornneſs and obſtinacy of-their own 
| wills, according” as Chrilt himſelf tells 
| the 7ew "je T7 wonld, bat Je wonld uot ?* A Mat;3 3.3 
| like form of Speech God uſes to their 

| rebellious Anceſtors, Becanſe I have par- x... , 4 


| gead 4 hee, and 4 hou wat a0t purged, that is, I?s 


Luk. 7.30: 


-/ 


Wo . 
7 
4 


up. 


I have done my part towards it;but thou vid. Iſai. 
would{t not do thine; Not Gn I ima- #55-1*+ 
Sine, if the work of Men's Converſion 
depended ſo whelly upon'the Power of 
God, that no precedent Qualifications 
were neceſlary to invite the Spirit of 

| God to fall ro work, why Men's obſti- 
| Nate incredulity ſhould debar Chriſt from . I 
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Mar.6.5,6. Warking Miracles, a9 W 20d i did i Uſe 
** * why he ſhopld not require 2-tractablf,; 
frame of mind, as a precedent Qualiglſy 
cation, for the exertion of his Almighylſ,. 
Power inthe cure of ſpiritual, as well lf 

corporal diſeaſes, Nay; the Apoliles ani, 
Diſciples of .our. Sayiour'were ſo I; X 
irom imagining an irrefiſtible Powerlli 
accompanying the outward Word, thallfs 
EE St. Stephen tells the 7ows,. they did re piihi 
E AQt.7.51, p- Holy Ghosr, even 4s their Fathen®. 
+ 2. Fromthoſe Arguments, the Spirily 
of God makes uſe of, under the Goſpel, 
wherein:Men are treated with according 
ro their.Rational Natures, and wrought 
off from Vice and fin, to a firm and pew iſ 
_ manent adheſioo to Virtue, by kindneſye 
and'love, by: hopes and-fears, by the-inii 
_..- - evitableneſs of impendent miſchiefs, and 

 ; 1 bythe ſecurity of future rewards, Which 
__ ' Oeconafſnythad been altogether ſuperys iſ 

cancous; i God had engaged his Omnie 
potent, Power to make.Men good. Un if 
der the Goſpel we are/perſwaded to Ho- 
lineſs and Righteoufocs; by the eaſineſs, 
pleaſantnels' and fatifation of ſuch 4 
itate, to. which our minds being once 
arrived, they feel a full and entire Acqui- 
On | 7 
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} ſence and ;neffable 50y ; a Pleaſure re- 


ot Falting from the connaturality and agree- 
bEbleneſs of thoſe Beautiful Forms, wich 
Uhe inmoſt ſenſe of onr own Souls, And 
Wecauſe the diſpoſitions of Mankind are 
MEzrious and different, ſome being -incou-' 
F+ped to Action, out of a Principle of 

; Gratitude and ifinate Nobility : -others- 
- Wor-eaſily won; but by Advantage and'Tn-- 
iret; others apain"not without mend-' 
of a ſevere and uneaſie' Diſcipline : : 
Wh God in- the Evangelical: Dif- 

| penſation, hath interwoven the moſt ef 
) feQoal and cogent: Arguments, romeet: 
| with each of theſe tempers in'Men.' To 
Wihe firſt, he propounds the conſideration 
of the Death and Paſſion of ls only be- 
Feotten Son, who'being in the form' oF 
od, and dwelling in the Immortal 
Manſions of Light and Glory, - yet our- 
of that dear and 'ineffable love-and com- 
paſſion, which he always bareto the race. 
of Mankind, was content to banifh Him- 
ſelf from thoſe Bleſſed Regions, and'pur: 

| on, our Serviſe'Stheme, being born 1 into: 
| the World a helpleſs Tufznr, 'Jubjet'to: 
perpetual ſorrows and affli@tive circum- 
| ſtances, - leading-an-obſcure 'and contem-: 
prible life, befriended of few, andar laſt 
| BEL: dying 


89 


dying upon that uneaſie Bed of ſorrows 
the Croſs, that ſo his Death might be an 
Expiatory Sacrifice for the ſins of the f 
World. Which cannot bur enraviſh e. 
very Ingenuous Breaſt, and fill it with 
the higheſt and moſt faithful love, to i 
kind and compaſſionate a Saviour. - Bu fl 
there being-almoſt as few of this ſort of 
Men, as there were of old of thoſe tha 


| embraced Virtue for it ſelf,and eſteemed þ 


1t eligible, though diveſted of all appen- | 
dant Rewards, therefore that Eternal 
Wiſdome. which has intereſſed it {elf 
in the Frame and Condu& of the Gol. | 
pel, propounds an adyantageous Porti- 
on to the ſincere and unblameable Pro- | 
feſſors of. Piety and Holineſs,and aſſures 
them that their labour ſhall not be in| 
vain, but: that. their ſorrows ſhall find | 
refreſhment, their hardſhips and difficult | 
enterpriſes, eaſe and pleaſure, and their | 
faithful Perſeverance in Righteouſneſs 
be recompenced with the Happineſs of | 

poſſeſſing glorified and: Immortal Bos | 
dies in the higheſt Heavens, And if it 
ſhall happen, the minds of Men to be: 
deaf to all the charms of Gratitude and' 
Advantage ,'to the AlleQives of good 
Nature and Intereſt, and there be no 
| way - 


On 
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way left to awake them out of their ſtu- 
pidity, but by the Voice of Thunder, . 
| then Jeſus Chriſt the Soveraigh.of Men 
| and Angels, is repreſented to Us 1n-Seri- | 
\ | pture, coming in the Clouds of Heaven, 
attended with Thoufands of Angels, to 
| take Vengeance on-thoſe that have not 
# known God, nor qbeyed his. Laws and 
# Commands : And by his Powerful Ope- 
| ration, the Seeds and_Principles'of Fire 
| ſhall be excited; and: thar quick-and A- 
| Rive Element. inſinuate- and pervade all 
| the Commiſſures and Parts of the Earth, 
and a-Deluge of Flame, as once'of Wa- 
ters, ſhall overſpread the. Face: of the 
| World. Into. which ſulphureous. and 
burning Lake, the Devil and his Angels, 
and all thoſe who-in this life delight -in 
wickedneis, and caſt the fear of God'be- 
| hindtheir backs, fhall be plunged to.E- 
| ternal Ages. | © Foe all 
Theſe are the Arguments which; are 
diſperſed up and down, and urged-in the ET 
Holy Scriptures, -as ;ſo many; tyes .and 
bands, to engage us to a faithful,and;pe=  _ 


. 
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of 


remptory proſecution of the indiſpen- 
lable Laws of Righteouſneſs and Truth, 
and which as well in their. own-Nature, 
as in the manner and way of their Pro- 
HE a 
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poſal, -do evidently declare that they are 
norfataliand neceffary, bur morzl Inſtry. 
ments of /propagating and diffuſing the 
Life arid 'Narure of God, and as all o- 
ther Rational means of Perſwafion, may 
by an.obſtinate and-/perverſe ſpitit be 
ſlighrediand contetiined. - And certainly 
the Nature of the "i ir ſelf require 
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it ſhould be: ſ6 :iTgr! if 'the: whole cor 
du& 6f* Mens: ſouls;-in- order tor their 
falvation, were nothing bur the effects | 
andetnanations of a'peremptory andun. 
coitretiele: Power; there would be ng 
place left for thoſe -targe'Encomium's of 
Wiſdoniein this grear| affair, Wiſdome | 
betng: Taventri:x ; CAediofim , and then 
moK"6f-all:diſcovers2its excellency;'46 | 
fixing /and determiniag-upon fuch'ways; & 
asf 6perate effeually, and yer cor | 
guoufly and: agreeably to the Nature'ot | 
Men, Moral Agents requiring Morat In: | 
rumen?! ts allureg-and 1nvite theft ro-| 
AGion! *!Bitfeſt any Man ſhould -care- | 
lefly miſtake 'me;* ard think that what:T | 
have-ſaid!'-tends 'to the invalidating' and 
weakting our behef of the powerful | 
Affiſtance of the” Spirit of God, I do | 


*& 


confidently affirm,'That yo Man onght, 


or can arrribute hu beginning , progreſs 
P.: and 


and continuance in gooaneſs, to his own {6- 
litary effort or powers, but to the benign 
and auſpicious thfiuence of the Divine 
grace and ſpirit, It is he that forms in 
us the Life and. Nature of God, thar 
makes us Holy, Righteous and: Good, 
enlightniog the Eyes of our Mins, that 
we may ſee the ineſtimable riches of the 
Goſpel, and convinces us of the Truth 
of the Great Promiſes.of Salvation. Ix 
is He that daily: by a Vital Energy pur- 
all Gtthineſs and uneſeapnels, ang.conſe- 
crates their hearts as, Holy Temples un- 
_ to. God. It is he thar.continually burns 

up and conſumes: our unruly luſts,, and 
breathes ypon' the Sacred Life of, God in 


ſtones, nor offer any irreſiſtible violepee 
20. our wills, nor muſt we expe&\thaf 
_ God ſhould do all the work for us while 
; G 2 ve 
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we fit {till, but we muſt do it for our 
ſelves, only he:has graciouſly promiſed 
to concur and lend us his hand and his 
_ aſliſtance. Work oat your ſatuation(ſays 
the Apoltle) with fear and trembling, for 
it s God who works in you both to will and 
Fo ao, ume Ts cudbxias, of his good plea- 
ſure, or according to your deſire, that 
is, God ſtands ready to help you with | 

Power and Ability to do it according 10 

your defire, or as you defire it of him, 

and we are tO take care that we aCtuate 
that Power, which of his gracious boun- | 
 tyhe confers upon us. Whichvery thing 
2Cor 6.1. makes us ouvegyeiv cooperate with God, 
as the Apoſtles are called ves ovreipye? /a- 
z Cor.z.9. bonrers together with God in the Diſpen- 
ſation of the Goſpel. — 
Having now diſcovered the Great In- 
fluence of the Divine Goodneſs and Wiſ- | 
; dome in the Work of Man's Salvation, 
it remains likewiſe that I now ſhew, how | 
the 'Power of God has intereſſed and 
concerned it ſelf in the ſame: For the A- | 
poſtle tel]s the Corinthians, that he Prea- | 

ched Chriit to them, -not only the i/- 
dome, but the Power of God. And again, | 
to them who are ſaved, the preaching of | 
the Croſs is the Power of God. — 


, Phil. 2, 


© 12, 13» 


Now | 
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Now this Power manifeſted it elf, 
1.:In raiſing our Bleſſed Saviour from 
the Deid, Thus St. Pan! ſays,that 7eſ7es 
was declared the Son of God with power, 3 
| by the Reſurreflion from the Deai,that is, NOT 4+ I 
God did own and publickly declare him 'I 
to be his beloved Son, 1n that powerful 
- manner of raiſing Him from the Dead. 
| Andagain, he calls it the mighty power of 
\ God which he wrought in Chrit when he Eph. 1.20. 
raiſed him from the Deaa, For when the | 
?ews had crucified our Saviour,the Cauſe 
| of the Goſpel, as to all Humane Appea- 
 rance lay dead and buried with him as 
a loſt and undone Cauſe, inſumuch that 
the Diſciples themſe]ves were brought 
| to this, We truſted it had been he that 
ſhould have redeemed Iſrael, ſo little - 
hopes and expectations had they of a 
new ſtate of things, when they ſaw their 
oSreat Maſter dead upon the Croſs, Bur 
ſuffering Virtue being ſo illuſtrious an 
obje& of the Divine Providence, God 
who owned and approved. our .Lord 
7eſw all the time of his life, would.not 
now ſuffer his Credir and Reputation to 
lye at ſtake being dead, and therefore 
notwithſtanding the mghhce of Ne FORts 
and the envious diligeNice of the. ſpirits 
<4 @- 3 SF 
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of Darkneſs, aſſerts and maintains thy 
Truth of his Miſſion, by bringing him 
up to life again, The 1mp1ous care ah 
induſtry of his Enemies, made the glory 
_ of our Saviour's Innocence ſo much the 


more clear and conſpicuous : they look 
upon him as an Impoſtor, and havihg 


heard him afore ſpeak of his Reſurre- 


ion, they endeavour by all means to 
hiriter j ir, rhar they might blaſt his Me- 
mory and bury his Honour with Diſ: 


ro the Mouth of the Sepulchre,ſealing It 
(Proghly with the Signet of Pilate and 
etring a Band of Sonldiers to watch a- 
pourk his Grave. Bur God thar loved 
his Son Feſ#s to his Death, and took the 


care of Him when he was laid in the 


Grave, diſappointed the hopes and ex- 
peRations of the 7ews, and made their 
maliciqus contrivances ſabſervient Teſti- 
monies to the Truth of his Reſurre@ion; 
A miginy Angel comes down from Hea- 


ty the Keepers rrembled, and thic Earth 


it- ſelf' was moved, and rolls away the 
Stone and firs upon'ir, and the ſtupett- 
dions Power off Divinity ſhakes the 
Ferritories of Night and Namber; and 


diſmaniles 


grace ; therefore they roll a great Stone 


ven, at-whoſc Preſetice' and ayfyl Maſe- 
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aiſmantles the prifons of the Grave: and 
reftores. tO Our. Saviour. that Life the 
| 7s. bereaved him of, notwithſtanding 
all their fraudulent PraRtices and Machi- 
nations, A palpable Indication, of the 
mighty and efficicigus Power of God, 
who alone can call the things thar. are 
not, and quicken and.enliven the Dead, 
beyond all Humane TROSIDES and Ap: 
preheri! _ 11} 
| - 2; The Power of. Gas in th y 
| rel, has. been 'very- notable in: the. TS 
ſtruction of the 'Devils-Kingdom, When 
Mankind began'ts apoſtarize from, God, 
and fall irito Tdolatry, he gave them over 
to the- Tyranfy 'and Dominion;iof the 
Prince of Darknels; as.a juſt Puniſhment 
of their, wilful- Adheſion = his Counſels 
and' Inſpiratioris, and for Reaſons reſer- 
ved: ini the Depth and- Abyſs of ;Nivine 
Providence, permitted all the. World 
(fave: thar he :ſelefted hiaiſelf a Church 
out of. the Poſtetity of: eAbraham)ito.be 
| abuſed by the Deyil,/ and 19; lye under 
| that ſervirude and ſlayery, till the. com- 
ing of Chriſt ints:the World. But-when 
| the. Son of Righteouſnels was riſen, ''the 
Nations of the Earth ſoonſaw.and walk- 


ed in-his. light," and the Prediction of 
G 4 , our 
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our Bleſſed Saviour became verified and 


fulfilled in the Ruine of the Devils King. 
dome.whoſe lapſe and fall was like 1ighr. 
ning from Heaven. For notwithſtanding 
the mutual Combinations and Confede. 


racies of the Kings and Potentates of the | 


Earth againſt the Lords anointed,and his 


Diſciples and Followers,notwithſtanding | 


the furious Rape of Satan, in ſtirring up 


and raiſing many cruel and bloody Per. 
ſecutions againſt the Church,. yet. the 
Word of God grew mightily and pre. | 
vailed ſo far that the whole Roman Em- 
pire at laſt became Chriſtian, whereby | 


the Devil utterly loſt his hold, his O- 


Tacles being ſilent, and his whole Wor- 


ſhip deſtroyed. And ſurely had not tbe 


Chriſtian Religion been of God,it could 


never have ſo Univerſally prevailed a- 
Sainſt ſuch Potent oppoſition of Men 
and Devils. The hand and Power of 
God was viſibly and eminently diſco- 


* vered in the ample Diffuſion and high 
ſucceſs of the Goſpel, which from ſuch 


weak and ſmall Beginvings ran and was 


glorious, captivating the Minds of Men | 
Lo the obedience of Chriſt's Laws, and F 


bringing the World under. the Scepter 
of his Kirgdome, Which Deſtruction 


of | 


T 
$ 
F 
) 
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of the Devils Rule and Dominion over 


Mankind, being in ſo great a meaſure al- 
ready accompliſhed by the preaching of 
the Goſpel,and that Powerful Aſliſtance 


that attended it from Heaven, ſhall re- 


ceive its full and final completion, when 


| the Mountain of the Lord s houſe us exal- 
| ted upon the tops of the Monntains ana all 
| | Nations flow anto it : that 15, when both 


Jews An Gentiles (hall unite themſelves 


| *under the Banner of the crucified 7eſws. 


| And now that I am diſconrſing of that 
ſignal overthrow of the Devil's King- 


dome by Chriſtianity, or the Goſpel un- 
der the Powerful conduct of the Lord 
[4/e RcUevy he became diſpoſleſſed-of 

is Uſurped Dominions, and thoſe who 


| -had ſo long time been his Slaves and Vaſ- 


fals, returned to the Loyalty avd Obedi- 
ence they. owed to their Natural Sovye- 
raign, I cannot forbear to inſert a Con- 
jecture of the Pious and-Learned Mr. 
HMede, concerning the eAmerican, or 
New World. © That thoſe Countries 
*were firſt Inhabited ſince our Saviour, x 
* and his Apoſtles times, and not before, 
* yea perhaps ſome Apes after : there be- 

*1ng no ſigns or foot-lteps found amongſt 

"them, or any Monuments of older Ha- . 
mma. 
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| bitation, as there is with us. That-the 
* Devil being impatierit of the ſound of 
© the Goſpel, and the Crols of Chritinf] 
*every part of this old World, ſo that |}. 
© he could in no place be-quiet for it.and || , 
© foreſeeins rhat he was like at length to |}. 
< Joſe all here, bethought himſelf ro pro: | 
< yide him of a Seed, vver which he might 
© reign ſecarely, and in a Place, V6 ne; 
6 Pelopidarum fatia neq, nomen anuairet, 
© That accordingly he drew a Colony out 
Cof ſome of thoſe barbarous Nations, 
*dwelling upon the Northern Ocean, 
«* (whither the ſound of Chriſt had not 
* yet come) and promiſing them by ſome 
« Oracle to ſhew them a Country far ber. 
*rer than their -own, (which he might 
©ſnon do) pleaſant, large, where nevef 
*Man yer inhabited, he conducted them 
© over thoſe Deſarr Larids' and 1!ſ1ands 
« (which are' many in that Sea) by rhe 
© way of the North into America ;, which 
* none would ever have gone, had they | 
* riot firſt been aſſured there was a pal- N 
* ſage that way into a more deſirable | 
_< Country, Namely as when the World |- 
| © Apoſtarized from the Worſhip of the | 
<rrue God, God called eLbraham out 
© of {haldee into the Land of gee > 

EO *n1M 


wn 
thim to raiſe him a Sced to preferve a 
«light unto his Name ; So the Devil 
{when he ſaw rhe World Apoſtatizing 
from him, laid the Foundations of a 
«new Kingdoine, by deditig this Colo- 
« ny from the North into America,where 
 *fince they have increaſed into an innu- 
| <merable Multirude, And. where did 
©che Devil reign more Abſolutely and 
«without Controll, ſince Mankind fell 
firſt under his clutches ? And here it is 
| *to be noted, that thie ſtory of the Mex- 
©;can Kingdame,' (which.was not fourid- 
©ed above 400. Years before ours rame 
thither ) relates our 'of their own Me- 
| *morials and Traditions, that they came 
 ©190 that Place from the North, whence 
(their God YVirzliliparzlt led them, g0- 
| <ing in an Ark before them : and after 

divers Years Travel, and many ſtations 
| *(like enonph afrer ſome Generations ) 
they came to a Place- which the ſign he 
* had Siven them at their firſt ferting 
* forth pointed out, where they were to. 
| * finiſh their Travels, build themſelves a 
| *City and their God a Temple ; which 
| *is the Place whete Mexico was built. 
. And thouph the Devil ii thoſe Quarters; 
{ and ſuch orfier Parrs of the World ſeen 
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to Lord it atone over abuſed Manking Jn 
without any controll and oppoſition, ye $$0! 
| the Son of God to whom the uttermoſ io! 
Parts of the Earth are promiſed for aq} iht 
Inheritance, will at length lay a Power. | 

ful claim to his own Poſſeflions,and take Þ't 
out of the hands of his Grand Enemy, | 
by the pure and uncorrupt Propagation þ 
of the Goſpel, that Soveraignty which 
he exerciſes over thoſe Deſolate People | 
For as Chriſt. in the Days of his Fleſh 
by his Powerful and efficacious Word, Þþ " 
commanded the Devils out of theit y- 
 ſurped Habitations in the Bodies of Men, 
as a Preludinm of that Univerſal Cun- 


he after ſuch Periods of Divine Provi- 
dence fixed and determined by his AIE 
- comprehenſive Wiſdome, go torth with 

his Legions of Light, and recover thoſe 
wretched Mortals out of the Hands of 
the ſpirits of Darkneſs, by whom they | 
have been captivated and ſeduced at their | 
Will. Nor is this a bare Airy Notion | 
or Fancy, but a thing, to be hoped- and 
prayed for upon very Rational Grounds, 
it being nothing but the enlargement of 
the Kingdome of Truth and Righteoul- 
neſs, and the Diſſemination of' that PO 


c 

queſt he ſhould hereafter obtain; ſo will | * 
2 

| 

| 


"| "I 
4 [ind Bleſſed Life of God, to which Mens : 
+ ISouls have a Natural Cognation, though 
affor the preſent bent and forced out of 
a their true ſtate and Poſition. I 
| 3. The Power of God will Diſcover 
it ſelf in a very eminent manner, 1n rat- 
 þfing all Holy Men from the Dead, and 
rewarding their faithful ſervices with 
Immortality and Life at the Taſt Day. 
| The laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed (ſays 
| the Apoſtle) # Death: And when God 
# ſhall think fat to put an end to.the Gene-. . 
ÞF rations of Men, and conclude the Scene 
| of the affairs of this World, then ſhall 
| the Holy 7e/zz deſcend from Heaven 
with a ſhout, with the Voice of the Arch- 
angel, and with the Trumpet of God,and 
| the Dead ſhall be raiſed and preſented 
| each one in the Viſible and Individual 
| Perſonality they bare in this World, be- 
| fore the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, to re- 
| ceive for the things done intheir Bodies, 
| whether good or bad : and they that 
have done good fhall come forth to the Re- 
ſurrettHon of life, and they that have done 
evil to the Reſurreftion of Damnation. 
Which final ſentence at the Concluſion 
| Of that dreadful appearance ſhall be ex- 
ecured accordingly, the Wicked being 
7 5 plunged 


q 


\ 


OY | þ . ; ' F FA T1 
C - 4 - py 
7 
| [ O p 4 


ſtone, but the Righteous, through the 
Sracious Bounty and ſtupendious Operz 


tion of rhetr merciful Redeemer,ſhall 


taken up into.the Regions of Immorrtalj. 
ty and life, -where their Corruptible By. 
dies ſball. put on Incorruption, and hy 
transformed into. the; ſimilixude of thy 


Glorious Body. of the Son of GOD 


through that mighty Power whereby he | 
is able ro. ſnbdue all things unto himſelf 


And though this Tranſcendent Rate and 


Portion may very well be thought ro 
big for our humble Hopes and. ExpeRts. 
tions, and:.exceed all that we can, do.qr ff 


q \ 


ſuffer, yet, ſince God is pleaſed of his 
Infinite-Bounty to, promiſe, we have no 
Reaſon to. diſtruſt his Fairhfulneſs and 
Truth in the Performance of ir, fince he 
has morevyer given us a palpable Pledge 
and Aſſurance of jt in the, Reſurre&on 
of our. Blefſed Saviour from the Dead, 
_ and becaule he /ives we, maybe confidem | 
- we ſhall liue.alſo. Chriſt 1s riſen from 
the Grave, having conquered Death by 
dying, and is aſcended into the pure and | 
peaceable Haþitations of Glory, there | 
fore all his Members .who are united to 
- Him 1n the. jnſeparable bands of Falſh 

Lot: and} 


plunged into the Lake of Fire and Brin, | 


| 
| 
| 


\ [103]. 


al Love, ſhall feel the effects of his 
Powerful. Life in immortalizing their 
'f very Bodies, which ſhall then be abſorpr 
tf into the Great Vortex of Eternity,where 

both Body and Soul ſhall be deckr with 
I fach a refolgenr Light and Glory, as ſhall 
| ciuſe them ro ſhine as the Sun arid Stars, 
ef for evermore, So that what the Poet 
| fabulouſly ſpeaks: of. the eApotheoſis of 
| Daphns, ſhall much more be-verified in 
| the Tranſlation of every _ Sian into 
the NEE of Heaven," © 


- 
py + \ ths © 


Es 


C anditdic inſnetums miratur Jihes 

_ Olympi, 

Sab pedibuſ 9, vide unbes & Yn 
Diphy ms. * Rk 


| "Kavina thus Us broaghe this « Diſcourſe ” 
| towards an end; and diſplayed the Good- 2 
| nel, Wiſdome: and Power va God i 1n the | 3 
Goſp el,the grear'Inſtrument ofthe: bleſ- 

| {driſ of Mankind, it b:comes our duty 
| to receive it with rhe higheſt' and: moſt 
honourable thoughts and apprehenſions, 
Not to let our Conceprions dwindle into 
| ſomething low andimean; and unworthy | 
of the Nature of God, who harh ſo'1n- 

timarely concerned himſelf in ir, For 

what- -—] 
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whatever,whether Opinion or Practice, 
leſſens that eſteem and veneration Men 
_ ought to have of the Works of God, is 
a high Aﬀront and Injury, and an Un. 
worthy Derogation from the PerfeQij. | 
ons of the Divine Nature ; whereas no. | 
thing ſhallow, trifling and contemprible þ 
can ever be a ſutable Object of Divine || - 
Goodneſs, Wiſdome and Power : muth | 
lefs can there be aty thing ſuch in the | 
Evangelical Oeconomy, whicti was de-| 
ſigned for fo great a Work and, ſo Uni- 
verſal and general a Good, as the Ig- 
mortal Happineſs of Humane Souls, | 
The very light of Reaſon it ſelf reaches | 
us, that we ought to ſpeak worthily of 
God, and to have due and righr Appre- | 
henſions of his Nature, the Excellency Þ 
of which, though it were 1n a great 
mmeaſure ſtamped and ingraved upon the | 
Minds of Men at their firſt Creation, yet 
15 more clearly and ſenſibly -difcovered 
under the Goſpel, than by any other Dil- | 
penſation ſince the World began. And 
as we are to take care that our thoughts | 
and expreſſions be agreeabe and becom- | 
. 10g ſo great a Myſtery, ſo are we con- 
cerned vigorouſly to proſecute that 
— which 1s the Grand Intent , ſcope and 
| aim 


7 Tn” 


aim of the Goſpel, that -is our pro- 
greſs and growth in Virtue and Holi- 
neſs; to perfect our Minds in - true 
Goodneſs, by a. ſincere Practice of all 


Righteouſneſs, For however Men may 
pleaſe themſelves in expounding_ Chri- 
| ſhanity in an Opintonative and Notio- 
na] way, in peculiar Phraſes and Terms 
| of Art, as if Religion were a thing de- 
| duced and borrowed from the Schools; 
yet certain it 1s, -that the true Life of 


ſter Jeſus Chriſt. came to diſſeminate 
and propagate by the' Goſpel, is nor 

a bare ſound of Words, but an inward 

principle of . Life and Power, Eleva- 
ting and raiſing the Souls of Men from 
all childiſh royes and follies, to a man- 
| ly and generous Apprehenſion of Righ 
| teouſneſs and Virtue , -advancing. their 
Rational to a compleat and entire com- 
mand and ſuperiority over their ſenſu- 
al and Animal Powers and Faculties, 


thoughts, words and actions into an 


- | the indiſpenſable Laws and Rules of 


God, which our Holy Lord and» Ma- | 


. - 
; o 


and begetting in them ſuch a. lively. 
ſenſe of whatever is abſolutely good 
and holy, as may at laſt reduce their 


entire - 
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efitire 'conformity to the Divine Will; | , 
And foraſmuch as this Heavenly Life | ; 
confiſts 'in the ſincere Proſecution: and Þ| | 

| 


PraQice of Virtue, and that Morality || 
and Virtue are Ydeprefſed beneath rhe 
concerns of Chriſtianiry, by thoſe 'wha { - 

pretend a more. free "Exaltation 'of | 
Grace, as it will not ibe Impertinent | 
tothe preſent Diſcourſe, ſo I am-ſure |} 

"is infinitely neceſfary for every 'Man 
ro contribute his 'Pains, 'tn ſtopping 
afnd damming up that Flood of Widk- 
edneſs and Immiorality, [that has , bre- 
ken in-upon the World, by ſhewinp 
the Indiſpenſable 'NeeelIy of the: Phas 
"Gee of Morality , 'that true 'Religidn 
Z and Virtue are 'at no ſnch 'Morcal 
Fazrs;/'bnt that 'whoever is 'falfe ant 
Hypoctitieal,' to the: ſincere and 'Con- 
ſcientious 'PraEice 'of it, though? he 
flie -to: 'Heaven 4n his vain 'Dreamns 
and Iniavinarions, arid talk of the 1Vi- 
ſion'of” God, and/an Immediate: Com- 
mutton and Convetfe- with Him , : yet 
He 'has/neither ſeen nor known 'Him; 
_ and is ſo' far from being 'a rrue* Ohr1- 
ſtian, that he ' has very little of the 
is 2a wn ac aber 
SE ; 
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- As I deſire not |therefore to charge 
any 'Man with the Evil Conſequences 
of his Opinion, bat charitably ſuppoſe 
'F chat he holds faſt to! rhe Foundation, 
| and whatever Tendency his Opinions 
may have 1n.their Conſecutions, that 
yet in [their Primary Intention, he de- 
ſigns not .the diſcountenancing of un- - 
feigned Piety , ſo: neither wouldl, nor 
can by; any .conſfidering .Perſon -be up- 
braided:, with ſefting and exalting 
| :Works above the Grace of. God, as 
will. appear, when I have a little ex- 
Plicated ..and unfolded. . thoſe Termes, 
which have of late raifed ſuch -liideous 
Rorths'.and Tragedies. os Is 


By Virtue] therefore I mean. that 
Power .of the Soul, which :ſo rules 
and -poverns all -the Animal motions 
and. inclinations , / that -the does evety 


where, and in every thing conſtantly 


beſt, -As for the: word | Grace?} all 

the: Notions of'-1t/ in; the Sacred Dia- 
le& (as a Learned+Critick obſeryes') Dr. Zani- 
ſpring - from rhar iPrimary Notion of mond. | 
it for Charity or 'Liberality, Where. 
as "a 


S 
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fore the Participation of the Divine 
Nature, being the higheſt Perfection 
and Accompliſhment of the Soul of 
Man, and the ultimate end of Chriſti. } 
anity it ſelf, all rhoſe Acts which have 
a Natural Tendency to the furtherance 
and attainment' of ſo high and glori. || 1 
ous a purpole are {tiled Y7remes, they | « 
being nothing but the Powerful Exer. | | 
tions of the Soul in the ſubjugation 
of its Corporeal Paſſions, that it may 
with eaſe and conſtancy follow that | 
which' is ſimply Beſt : ard Graces, 
becauſe they are. the free, undeſerved 
- <and.Gratuitous Donations of him, 
whoſe Almighty and Beneficent Spirit 
pervades the whole Order and Com- 
-prehenſion: of IntelleQual Agents, te- | 
-finins: and purifying the Minds and 
"Spirits: of the lapſed Creation, and -e- | 
very where attempting the Replanta- 
'tion of that Beautiful Image, Sin- and 
-Vice.: had . obliterated and defaced. | 
Now for the Term [Moral] remain- | 
-ing to be explained, I conceive it | 
may f1gnifie, Whatever contains in -it 
ax' Eternal, Immutable and ITndiſpen- | 
ſable Obligation, By Eternal, _— 
EL: a. rable 
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| table and Indiſpenſable, I exclude from 
it all Temporary Conſtitutions and Po-\ 
fitive Sanctions, though.deriving their 
Authority from GOD Himſelf, T 
| add Obligation, to difference Moral 
Truths from Speculative and Theote- 
tical ; for there may be many Phyſi- 
cal and Mathematical Notions, which 
may properly be called Erernal and 
Inwmitable FYerities, whictr yer lay: no 
neceſſary Obligation upon Us. That 
what 1s ouce moved will continue to 
move till ſomething hinder it, is alike 
an Eternal and Immutable Verity with 
| this, That. every Man 1s to honour his 
' Parents, but the One layes a neceſla- 
| ry Obligation upon the Soul, whereas 
| the other does not. Wherefore though 
| the ſubjeXt of all Truths . whatever, 
and ſo of Mora] Ones, be. the Per- 
ceptive and Intellectual Part of the 
Soul, yet the ſole and Adequate Ob- 
jet of Morality ſeems to be the Im- 
mutable Idea's and Reaſons of Good: 
and Evil, And ſo . far forth -as the 
| Soul exerciſes it ſelf in the Diſcrim-. 
| nation of Moral Entities, '1t 1s called 
' by the Name of Conſcience, Sp that 
| -=»n 


| 
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the miſtake Clmy ro ariſe from lence, 
that Men diſtribure Humane AQtiong, | 
in reference to Religion, into Maotd 
and Evangelical, whereas Moral i is nc | 
oppoſed ro Evangelical, bor ro The. | 
tical or' Poſitive. But to give fome 
further light to this buſineſs, we nay 


coli der theſe two oe 


's That the ſincere PraCice of Mo. 
rality is a part of the Condition re. 
quired of us under the Goſpel, itt or- 
der to our Juſtification. For' unlefs 
the PraQice of Moral Virtue be ng 
part of the Divine Will revealed to 
ls in the Goſpel, it muſt neceſfatily 
| follow, that ſo far as it is mide a 

Condition of the Covenant of the 
Goſpel, fo far it is required in order | 
to the Juſtification and Acceptatton of | 
our Perſons before God. For thotgh | 
we are ſaid in Scripture to be jultt- 
fied by Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
yet we are rot ro underſtand by this, 
an empty, bare and naked Faith, bur 
ſuch a Faith as is perfeRted arid coni- 
ſummated by Love, which the Apoſtle 
Saint [anos expreſſes od Works, that 

Is, 


is, ſuch a Faith as 1s not meerly Nq- 
tional and inactive, but productive in 
the Soul of a New and fincere Obe-_ 
| dience, And. what more frequent In- 
ſtances does . the Scripture bring of 
our. Faithful Conformity to the Will 
of God, than. in our Conſtant Exer- 
ciſe and Practice of Moral Virtne ? 
Inſfomuch that Saint Pax! fayes, that 
thoſe who negle&_ the ſincere obſer- 
vance of Morality and ' Virtue , will 
ealily be induced to turn Hereticks, | 
and deny the Faith, FHloldtup faith and 
a good conſcience, which (ome havin 
put away, Concerning faith have _—_ 
ſeipwrack, $0 inditpenſably neceſſary 
15 a Virtuous Converſation ro our Par- 
ticipation of the Bleſſed Life and Na- 
ture of GON, that no Man can be 
underſtood to be a Partaker of the 
Divine Nature, who does not live ſo- 
berly, righteoully. and godly in the 
World. For what ſign does he give 
of a Spirit renewed and changed into 


the Compaſſiqnate Nature of . the 


Lord Jeſus, who can willingly pain 
and . grieve and afflit his Brother ? 
What Specimen -dges he produce of 2 
P _ "T4 " ' me 
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4.4. i 
fincere Conformity to the Eternal | o 
\. * - Laws of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, | x 
. Who can knowingly and wittingly 6. | s 
yer-reach and defraud his Neighbour? || þ 
Or what Evidence does he offer ofa | þ 
Mind deſirous to be renewed into a | } 
] 
| 


ſtate of Angelical Purity and Holi. | 
neſs, who makes it bis buſineſs and 
Teeks for all Occaſions to gratifie his 
Carnal Appetite. in the full enjoyment 
of all Senſual Pleaſures, that may be 

had without manifeſt Diſeaſes? Or is | 
I  1t poſfible to conceive the Life and 
2 Nature of G OD, that Life of Uni- 
j - verſal Holineſs and Purity, Juſtice 
3nd Goodneſs, without the Exerciſe 
of theſe and ſuch like Virtues? 


2. That the. Maturity and Ripeneſs 
of Religion, conſiſts 1n having a ſen-' 
ſible Diſcernment of Good and Evil 
in a Moral ſenſe. The full knowledge 
of the -Myſteries of Chriſtianity ( as 
the Author to the Hebrews tells Us ) 
belongs to' them that are of full age, 
that is, ſuch as are arrived to the 
Perfection and Maturity of Religion, 
and theſe Perſons be deſcribes in the. 

ITY m1: a,” 


Ea < 


I] 


of 


| Nature, is that healthful Temper and 


ſemper, and the putting its Powers 


e F c OLE Rr yr of LIILS : SF LE Te SIE EPraet RELEIS Ph 3 OR SE TE a OR IO RR OE TEE A "WEI _ "__ hn I ——_—_—_— _ : —_ | 
, : Ts Far f WOT FE RE rf NS ; $7.05 - : f £ CIS ae Lp : - Av; LEY : NT IORne 7 — , 
: < g " $ 
[ i 
Y $ ] 


next words, to be ſuch as have a Vi- 
tal reliſh and ſenſible Diſcernment of 
good and evil , Who by reaſon of wſe 


have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern 
| both good and evi. That there are 
' Natural Differences between good- and 
evil, is as evident and apparent as: the 
| Difference between health and ſick- 
neſs : For as health is nothing bur- 
the right and Natural Conſtitution of 
all'the Parts of the Body ;. and Sick- 
| neſs the Oppreſlion, Diſtortion and 
Deviation fram it: So is it in the 


Soul of Man, Its true and proper 


Conſtitution wherein God at firſt Cre- 
ated it-: Bur now Sin and Evil is a 
forcing 1t into a Preternatural State, 
the driving it into a Diſeaſe and Di- 


and ' Faculties into Jarrins and Dif- 


cord. And that theſe Differences are . 
nothing bur the Vital reliſhes and ſen- 


tations of the Soul of Man, in that 
double Capacity and Reſolution of 
Rational and Animal, or in the Sacred 
Diale&t of the 5 tow and d EZw arfipurres 


the inward and qutward Man, or the | 


Fleſh 


Eph. 4. 1 


' Sire; the Mind becomes Reprobate, then 
| Rom. 2,28 Darkneſs and Light, Good and Evil, 


. 
Bos 
_s 
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Eph. 4.19. the Corporeal Life, 
able it Oupiety, and work Wickeaneſs 


8. Blindneſs of wind the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
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 Heſhi and colic, | I | rhink is as eviden 
ro any; Conſidering: and Judicious Per; 
fon, Now' this: Maturity and: Ripengk f 
of Religion diſcovers: it - ſelf, .1. if 
4 particular knowledge of the Diffs, | 
rence between Good and' Evil, ſo as ta | 
de able ro diſtinguiſh what is from 
the Fleſh and Animal, and what from 
the Spirit and Rational Life. 2. nfÞ8 
2 ready Applicarion of this to all the | 
' Paſſages of our Lives, For that 


of, ro which the: Gentiles as a jult 
- Punifhinent of their former As 
neſs /were given up, does fully ex- | 
preſs the \ ts 'of this Diſcrimi- | 


Good and Evil. For when once the | 
Critetion, or Perceptive Faculty has | 
loſt its Tendernefs and Senfibility, and | 


Bitter and Sweet are all one, Then 
It 15 (as in the above mentioned place) 
Men are dedolent and pai? feeling, 
_ and having no other Law, but that of 
become 1nſati- 


with 


| nations and. 


Frog). 


hb greedinefs « which furely as it' is 
the moſt mw_— c6ndfrion the' Soul 
IH of Man' can fall ins {610 AC If 
| carefully £0 be avoided” dy ende 

bE ing after 4 partitular- Diſtis&ion, nd 
| car knowledge of the:Norices, Ea 
Suggeſtions pf che' Fledh 

| and Spirit. And as this inward Senſe 
js not to be ſtifled, fo neither to re- 
main' uſetefs 'anQ idle, ' but £0 extend 
ir ſelf arid have arr Influcfice upoti all 
our Actions. It muſt be fanned aid 
kept alive by ſincere Beverion, and 
2 conſtant and Habitual Pratice of 
Virtue, by which at length it will be- 
come a Powerful and Vital Principle, 
begetting in us a true reliſh of Righ- 
teouſneſs and, Holineſs , that we may 
not only talk and maintain an Artifi-- 
| cial and Mechanical Religion conſiſt- 
' ing of Words, or the running the 
ſame Circle of ourward Performances 
and Duties,' but may be 'teally: rege- 
nerated and formed into a new Nature, 
and a&t out of choice, and from the 
innate Lovelineſs and Beautifylneſs of 
Virtue, For by bringing our Ations 
to this Teſt and Rule, and applying 
them 


Re ""TRmT" 
them to the Natural Difference ang} 
Diſtinetion of Good and Evil, it will. 
keep us from all deliberate Violationl \& 
of the Laws and Preſcriptions of Ho. 
lineſs. By this , Wickedneſs atid Sin} 
will appear in its Natural Dreſs an( 
Genuine Colours, and its Uglinek | 

_ and Deformity be Tendred ſo manifeſt, || - 
that our Wills and Aﬀections- will not | 
eaſily be drawn into a Compliance | 
with it, and the various Paſlages of 
our Lives freed ang diſcharged from | 
che leaſt Appearance of Evil. 
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hl Dr. Aore's Remarques upon two late 
Tngenious Diſcourſes, the one an Eſſay 
r:| of the Gravitation and Non-gravitation . 
of fluid Bodies, the other Obſervations 
n-| touching the Torrice/:an experiment, 30. 
rl Sydenham's Obſervationes Medice. 8%: 
| An Account of Mr. Fergsſoz's Com- 
- | mon-Place-Book in two Letters between 
Mr. Sherlock and Mr, Glanvil, Quar, 
| Dr. Grew's Comparative Andromy of 
' Trunks , together with an Account of 
= their Vegetation grounded thereupon ; 
Oftavo, 


